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President's Message 


Carol Ann Bonner <president@gesneriadsociety.org> 


Nashville, Tennessee, USA 


I live in a modest house in a working class neighborhood. I make a 
decent though not spectacular living. I don't have the financial resources of 
Bill Gates, Warren Buffet, or even Jimmy Buffet, so I won't be donating a 
wad of cash to The Gesneriad Society any time soon. But there is one 
extremely valuable contribution I can make, and it costs the price of a stamp 
and envelope. 


I can donate to the Seed Fund. Sitting in the mailbox at this moment is 
an envelope containing several hundred tiny gesneriad seeds. On my part, 
that envelope represents a few minutes of pollinating several weeks ago, 
periodic checking of the fruit, then harvesting and dehiscing the fruit, and 
carefully transferring the fine seeds into permanent wave papers. For the 
Society, the contents of that same envelope mean not only fifty dollars or so 
in Seed Fund revenue, but something far more important — the partial fulfill- 
ment of our mission as an organization: 


"The purpose of the Society shall be to afford a convenient and 
beneficial association of persons interested in gloxinias and other 
gesneriads; to stimulate a widespread interest in, and gather and 
publish reliable information about the identification, correct nomen- 
clature, culture and propagation of gloxinias and other gesneriads; 
and to encourage the origination and introduction of new cultivars." 


The best way I know of to stimulate interest in gesneriads is to show 
them to people! And in order to do that, someone has to grow them. And 
often the best way to grow them is from seed — that's the way nature usually 
does it. Your Society's Seed Fund furnishes seed not only to hobby growers, 
but also commercial growers who present their wares to the public in shops 
and garden shows and websites all over the world. That's some of the most 
effective publicity for the plant family there is. Scientists cannot accumulate 
reliable information about identification and growers cannot refine cultural 
and propagation techniques without access to plant material, and we all can't 
afford the airfare (or obtain the necessary permits) to fly to the tropics every 
time we find a little open space on our shelves or benches. 


Plants grown from seed populate my local chapter's sales table at our 
area's annual lawn and garden show, and the Seed Fund donates generously 
to the host chapter of every convention in order to distribute rare and inter- 
esting plant material around the globe. How many of you are growing plants 
whose seed was sent in by someone from a different country? Probably that's 
everyone who grows species and a lot of folks who grow hybrids, though it 
may be a generation or two removed. 

Isn't one of the things you love about gesneriads their ease of propaga- 
tion? Because they're so quick to reproduce, we gesneriad growers have the 
luxury of being generous with our cuttings, but even if you'd love to share 
your favorite plant, you can only chop it into so many pieces before you don't 
have anything left to offer. But if you raise seed... . 

Bill Price gave me a piece of his beautiful Gesneria rupincola last year 
(second try — the first one died). Gosh, that's a gorgeous plant that just never 
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stops blooming with incredibly iridescent orange flowers. Everyone should 
grow it, but I only have the one small plant — not enough to share. Except my 
small plant is sporting several swelling capsules, and in a few weeks I'll be 
able to send an envelope to the Seed Fund, and I will be able to share my 
beautiful plant and pass along Bill's generosity to our membership. It's a 
great feeling, being able to contribute; not on par, of course, with the 
progress of the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation (with $31 billion with a 
"b" from Warren Buffet) toward the elimination of polio worldwide, but it 
stands up fairly well, I believe, alongside Jimmy Buffet's "Margaritaville". 


So, right now, here's how to join the society of the incredibly beneficent: 
First, you'll need to grow some gesneriads, but you're already doing that, 
aren't you? 

Second, go to a beauty supply store and buy some permanent wave 
papers, the rectangles of tissue that are used for wrapping hair onto rollers. 
You'll need the paper later when you've harvested your seed. Next, pick up a 
roll of hair-styling tape. (Thanks to Patrick Worley for that idea.) The hair- 
styling tape (used for holding spit curls in place and available in a garish 
Pepto-Bismol pink) is waterproof so you can label your target flower with 
the date it was selfed or the pollen parent or any other information of interest 
to you, and light-weight enough that it can be wrapped around a pedicel 
without damaging the flower. And your spit curls will look fabulous, too! 


Next, pollinate away. Different genera require different techniques and 
different tools, but many highly successful seed producers use nothing more 
complicated than their own thumbnails. The technical aspects of pollinating 
various gesneriads are beyond the scope of this article, but in general the 
process involves getting the ripe pollen from the anthers and placing it on a 
receptive stigma. This is sometimes simple enough and straightforward, but 
other times requires dinner and a movie and maybe a bottle of champagne. 


Watch for the pollinated flowers to quickly shrivel and for the ovary to 
begin to swell. You'll be waiting a few weeks for the seed to ripen, so take 
the time to address several envelopes to Karyn Cichocki, 79 Beaver Run 
Road, Lafayette, NJ, 07848 for seed donations mailed from the United States 
or Marilyn Allen, 8 Brackenridge Place, Port Moody, BC, Canada V3H 4G4 
for donations mailed from anywhere else. Maybe you'll only have one dona- 
tion now, but you might as well plan ahead. 


Your fruits have begun to dry, so you have to watch them carefully, 
especially if they're capsules. When in doubt, you can pick them a little early 
and place them between two paper plates (the kind with a slightly waxy sur- 
face) so that if they dehisce, the tiny seeds will be contained. You may need 
to press and twirl the pod between your thumb and forefinger to get out the 
last of the seeds. Now, pick out and discard the bits of dried pod that have 
fallen into your tiny treasure pile. Remember the perm papers? Get one out 
and crease it in half along its length. Now, bend and tilt your paper plate and 
gently tap it to pour the seeds onto the waiting perm paper. 

If you've harvested a nice juicy berry, forget the paper plates; you want 
printer paper. Mash the berry on the paper and smear it all around, separating 
the individual seeds, and let it dry overnight. Release the seeds the next day 
by rubbing them free of the dried berry pulp and allowing them to tumble 
down into the perm paper. 
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Now filled with seeds, fold the paper along the crease, then again from 
the top, and three times from the ends. (Follow the steps in the accom- 
panying illustration — much easier than my having to write an extra thousand 
words.) Put the carefully folded paper into another container — I usually 
re-use the stamp envelopes that Seed Fund purchases come in — which 
should be labeled with the species or cross, date, and any other information 
like an accession number that should accompany your donation. Store the 
packaged seed in a plastic bag or other sealed container in the refrigerator 
until you've finished harvesting the batch, then pop the seed in a plastic bag 
in the envelope you've already addressed, add a stamp, and voila! You're a 


philanthropist! 
Chad Ann 


a 


species that are native to NE India, Bhutan, Nepal, Burma, S. China, Laos, and 
N. Vietnam. The rhizomatous herbs can be terrestrial or epiphytic and grow 

on damp, mossy rocks or on tree trunks in forests. The plant shown on the 
cover was cultivated at the Royal Botanic Garden Edinburgh. This blue-ribbon 


Cover Photo 
Loxostigma griffithii is the type species of this little-known genus of seven 
photo by Ron Myhr was exhibited at the 2006 Convention Flower Show. 


‘ml 
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The Gesneriad Society 


51st Annual Convention — 2007 
July 3 to July 8 — Miami, Florida 


Call for 2007 Annual Membership Meeting 


The Annual Meeting of the members of The Gesneriad Society will be 
held on Friday, July 6, at 12:00 p.m. for the purpose of transacting business 
that may properly come before the meeting. 


Call for 2007 Board of Directors Meeting 


The Board of Directors meeting will be held on Tuesday, July 3, at 
1:00 p.m. for the purpose of transacting business that may properly come 
before the meeting. A special Board meeting will be held on Friday, July 6, 
at 1:45 p.m. A meeting of the new Board will be held on Sunday, July 8, at 
9:00 a.m. 


Peter Shalit, Recording Secretary 


Nominating Committee Report 


The following members have agreed to have their names put in 
nomination as directors for a three-year term ending in 2010: 


Alan LaVergne Palo Alto, California 

Ingrid Lindskog Umea, Sweden 

Bill Price West Vancouver, BC, Canada 
Peter Shalit Seattle, Washington 

Kathy Spissman Tucker, Georgia 

Paul Susi Millerton, New York 

Beverly Williams Brooklin, Ontario, Canada 


Nominating Committee: Judy Becker, Chair 
Suzie Larouche 
Fay Wagman 


From the Editor — 


The Gesneriad Society is truly an international organization as we now 
have members in over thirty countries around the world. In the next several 
issues Of GESNERIADS you will be reading about their enthusiasm and their 
growing experiences. Very special thanks go to Dale Martens for working 
with some of our worldwide members and helping them write their stories to 
share with the rest of our readers around the globe. If you'd like to share your 
story, please email Dale at <DaleMartens @mchsi.com>. LK 


ime 
| Color Photo Sponsorships 


Color photos on page 24 sponsored by the Long Island Chapter, in lieu 
of speaker's fees to Bevin Anderson, and by the Tampa Bay Chapter 
B 


LE 
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Donations 


Paul Susi, Development Chairperson 
<development@gesneriadsociety.org> 


The following donations were made to The Gesneriad Society during the 
period July through December 2006. Each donor's generosity is greatly 
appreciated. 


ELVIN MCDONALD RESEARCH ENDOWMENT FUND — $695 

Olga Batyreva 

Renee Briois 

Brigitte McKnight 

Anne Miller, in memory of Lee Calchman 

Desert Sun African Violet and Gesneriad Society (also FBEF and 
Fund for Progress) 

Frelinghuysen Arboretum Gesneriad Society, in lieu of chapter receipts 
from convention plant sales 

Proceeds from convention plant sales (anonymous) 


FRANCES BATCHELLER ENDOWMENT FUND — $90 
Nancy Amelung 
Jane Robb 


FUND FOR PROGRESS/COLOR FUND — $864 

Bevin Anderson, in lieu of speaker's honorarium from the Long Island 
Gesneriad Society 

Patsy Ann Boddy 

Lois Buschke, in memory of Susan Semos Schlieder 

Karyn Cichocki, in lieu of speaker's honorarium from the Greater New 
York Gesneriad Society 

Gloria Clyne, in memory of Stephanie Harder 

Gussie Farrice, in lieu of speaker's honorarium from the Staten Island 
Garden Club 

Donna M. Kirkland, in memory of Dee Probert 

Lee Linett, in lieu of refund of convention fees 

Marcia Shearer 

Friends of Monte Watler, in honor of his 80th birthday 

Tampa Bay Chapter 

Convention awards not distributed 


SPECIAL CONTRIBUTION — $10,000 
Bequest from the Estate of Benjamin Franklin 


LIFE MEMBERSHIPS: Irina Nicholson, Aileen Reeves 


In Memoriam 


Charles Steinberg Rising Star, Texas 


Irene Merrell Oconomowoc, Wisconsin 
Mrs. Dunningham Newbury Park, Essex, England 
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Seed Fund 


Gussie Farrice <hybrids@gesneriadsociety.org> 
Carolyn Ripps <species@gesneriadsociety.org> 


As you read this, we have been operating the Seed Fund for about one 
year. There were some trials and tribulations, but we seem to have worked 
out most of the kinks. One big problem I had recently was taping an order 
together that my puppy had gotten hold of — thank goodness for scotch tape. 
He had gotten to the order and the outer envelope, but luckily not to the 
check or the return envelope. It reminded me of the story of the child who 
goes to school and says that his dog ate his homework .... 


One problem both Co-Chairs have is receiving registered mail for seed 
purchases. If we are not at home to sign for the delivery, the mail carrier will 
return the mail to the Post Office. If we are away or are unable to pick up 
registered letters within three days, they are returned to the sender. This may 
cause a big delay or the loss of an order completely. As the U.S. Postal 
Service is very secure, registering mail is not necessary. 

Both Co-Chairs have been receiving orders for both hybrid and species 
seed on the same order. This causes a delay in processing as we do not live 
close to one another, so be sure to send hybrid and species orders separately. 
Also, please be sure to send a self-addressed stamped return envelope when 
placing an order. 

We will again be at convention with our huge supply of seed and hope 
that everyone will find something they would like to grow. 


Thank you to the following donors for their recent seed contributions: 
Marilyn Allen, Laurie Bounsall, Irma Burnett, Karyn Cichocki, Charles Hart, 
Jeanne Katzenstein, Paul Kroll, Leong Tuck Lock, Dale Martens, Toshijiro 
Okuto, Leonard Queen, Carolyn Ripps, David Rush, Tatiana Shevtsova, Bill 
and Robin Yager. 


Send orders for hybrid seed from the following list to: 


Gussie Farrice 
121 Nelson Avenue 
Staten Island, NY 10308 


Seed Packets — $2.00 each 


Please 

¢ Make checks payable to the The Gesneriad Society in U.S. funds 

¢ To pay by credit card, send your credit card number, expiration date, and 
signature, and indicate if the card is Mastercard or Visa ($6.00 minimum) 

¢ Provide a self-addressed, stamped envelope (non-U.S. orders will have the 
postage added to their credit card bill) 

¢ List alternate choices 

¢ Include your membership number (first number on your mailing label) 


Note 
e There is a limit of one seed packet of a single variety per order 
¢ There is a limit of 25 seed packets per order 
¢ There is a household limit of 50 seed packets per calendar year 
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Seed Fund — Hybrids 


Achimenes (D) 
¢ hybrid mix (B,L) 
longiflora x 'Klaus Neuber' 
Aeschynanthus (B) 
¢ hybrid, lg orange/red 
Chirita 
¢ caliginosa x sericea (LM) 
'‘Dreamtime' x self (sp. 'New York' 
x flavimaculata) 
Chrysothemis (F,LM) 
¢ pulchella hybrid mix 
hybrid mix 
Columnea (B) 
'Bold Adventure’ x self 
‘Carnival’ x self 
hybrid (red) 
hybrids (orange) 
Episcia (H,L,B,F) 
¢ cupreata hybrids x ‘Suomi’ 
cupreata hybrids mix 
¢ hybrid mix 
mixed hybrids (5 crosses) 
Eucodonia (D,F,P) 
hybrid mix 
Gesneria (H,F,L) 
'Flashdance' 
‘Sundrop' 
Kohleria (D) 
¢ hybrid mix 
Sinningia (D) 
¢ brasiliensis x magnifica 
canescens x leucotricha 'Max 
Dekking' 
cardinalis x glazioviana 
cardinalis 'Innocent' x iarae (LM) 
cardinalis hybrid (peloric) 
(cardinalis 'Skydiver' x iarae) x self 
(eumorpha x cardinalis 'Orange) 
x self 
eumorpha hybrids mix (F,R) 
glazioviana x iarae F2 
glazioviana x leopoldii F2 (LM) 
* iarae x ‘Bewitched’ 
warmingii x curtiflora F2 
‘Angora Love' x 'Margaret' (L) 
‘Anne Crowley’ (F,L) 
‘Apricot Bouquet’ seedling x 
‘Apricot Bouquet’ (LM) 
‘Apricot Bouquet’ x self (LM) 
(‘Apricot Bouquet’ x self) x self 
(LM) 
(‘Apricot Bouquet’ x self) x 
conspicua (F,L) 
(‘Apricot Bouquet’ x self) x 
(conspicua x eumorpha) (F,L) 
‘April Starr’ x self (F,P) 
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'Bewitched' x self (F,L) 
'Delta Fox' x self (F,P) 
'Diego' (red) (F,L) 
'Diego' (pink) 
'Dollbaby' (F,P) 
'Doris' F3 x self 
'Good Pink' x self (F,L) 
‘Jubilee’ x self (F,L) 
'Krezdorn Yellow’ x self (L) 
‘Krishna’ x self 
'Leo B' x self 
‘Little Imp' (F,P) 
'Maiden's Blush’ x self (F,P) 
¢ "Mark Twain’ x self 
‘Mother of Pearl' x self (F,P) 
‘Mothers Day' x self (F,L) 
'Pale Beauty’ x self (L) 
'Pink Ice' (F,P) 
‘Premier Pink' x self (F,P) 
‘Pure Pink' x self (F,P) 
'Red Croquet’ 
‘Ruby Red! x self (F,P) 
‘Scarlet Sunset' (F,P) 
‘Super Orange’ x self 
'Tampa Bay Beauty’ x self (L) 
¢ 'Ted Bona’ x self (F, P) 
‘Georgia Sunset’ hybrid mix 
"Hummingbird Mix" 
miniature hybrid mix (F,P) 
miniature hybrid mix (lav/purple 
(F, P) 

pink hybrid mix 
peloric hybrid mix 
peloric hybrid mix, red 
Super Mini F5 
Sinningia speciosa hybrids (F,R) 
blue mix 
mini 

lavender 

pink 

* purple 

red 

rose 

white 
orchid/purple mix 
pink mix 
pink/white mix 
pink dwarf 
purple peloric 
purple w/spots 
red mix 
red w/spots 
red w/white edge 
white w/red spots 
white/lavender 
¢ "California Minis" 
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Chiltern hybrid 
blue slipper 
lavender slipper 
pink slipper 
red slipper 
purple slipper 
mixed slipper 
AC1503 x speciosa 'Regina' 
Small's dwarf mix 
Charles Lawn hybrid mix 

e Early Giant mix 

¢ Jack Evans purple mix 

e Jack Evans red mix 

mixed hybrids 

Smithiantha (D) 

¢ 'Little One’ (F,L) 

¢ hybrid mix (F,L,M) 
Streptocarpus 

¢ 'Amethyst' x self 

¢ (‘Amethyst' x self) x self 

¢ 'Bethan' x self (R) 
‘Black Panther' x self 
‘Bristol's Hey Mei' x self 
‘Bristol's Hot Rod' x self 
‘Bristol's Luv It' x self 
‘Bristol's Popsicle’ x self (R) 
‘Bristol's Ripe Melon’ x self 
‘Canterbury Surprise’ x self (V) 
‘Canterbury Surprise’ x 'Coral Flair’ 

(V) 
¢ 'Cape Beauties’ x self (F,P) 

‘Charlotte’ x 'Northwoods Bear-ly 

Salmon' 

¢ 'Demeter' x self (R) 
‘Electric Blue’ x self 
‘Falling Stars' x self (R) 
'Fernwoods Fairy Princess' x self 
‘Franken Jane Elizabeth’ x self 
"Franken Stacey' x self 
'Hera' x self 
‘Iced Ice Baby' x 'Bristol's Hey Mei’ 
‘Iced Ice Baby’ x 'Emily' 
'Karen' x self 
"Kitten Face’ x self (R) 
'Lyn's Ruby Red' x self 
‘Midnight Flame' x self 


Alpine or cool greenhouse 

Suitable for hanging basket 

Has dormant period, forming 
tubers or rhizomes 


Blooms readily in fluorescent light 

Recommended for greenhouses; 
requires space 

Requires humidity and warmth 

Low growing; not more than 12" 
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"Mini Pink Fu' x self (R) 
‘Northwoods Bear-ly Salmon’ x self 
‘Northwoods Bear-ly Salmon' x 
"Velma' 
‘Northwoods Bear-ly Salmon’ x 'Tced 
Amethyst Showoff 
‘Northwoods Plum Frosted’ x 'Velma' 
‘Park's Holiday Hybrid’ x self 
‘Party Doll' x self (R) 
‘Pegasus’ x self (R) 
‘Popsicle’ x self 
'Royal' (red) (R) 
'Royal' (white/pink stripes) (R) 
'Ruby' x self 
‘Sandra’ x self (R) 
‘Spooky’ x self 
"Thalia' x self (R) 
'Ulysses' x self (R) 
montigena x rexii natural hybrid 
(primulifolius x rexii) x self 
rexii x gardenii 
rexii hybrids (F,R) 
Wiesmoor hybrids (F,R) 
hybrid, It blue/dk blue lines (R) 
hybrid, lg burgundy (R) 
hybrid, lg purple (R) 
hybrid, lg white (R) 
hybrid, pink/pink 
hybrid, red 
hybrid mix (F,R) 
¢ New Zealand hybrid mix (F,R) 
Subgenus Streptocarpella hybrids 
"White Butterfly’ x self 
Intergeneric hybrids 
Paliavana prasinata x Sinningia 
macropoda MP 944 
Paliavana prasinata x Sinningia 
reitzii MP 949 
¢ Sinningia eumorpha x Paliavana 
gracilis 
Sinningia reitzii x Paliavana 
tenuiflora 
Mixed gesneriads 


¢ denotes LIMITED quantities 


(LM) Low to medium height 
Medium height; 1 to 2 feet 
Medium to tall 
Petite or miniature; under 6" 
Rosette in form 
Requires sun to bloom 
Tall plants; generally over 3 feet 
Unifoliate or single leaf 
Leaves may be variegated 
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Hot Topics for Cool Miami 


Paul Susi <convention07@optonline.net> 


Our very special thanks to Jo Anne Martinez, Speakers Chairperson, 
who has put together a diversified line-up of speakers to enhance your Miami 
Convention experience. Thank you also to Carol Schreck who supplied much 
of the information regarding the speakers and their topics. 


Are you getting anxious? Do you need a "fix" that can only be fulfilled 
by attending the annual Gesneriad Society Convention? Personally, I begin 
to need another convention within weeks of getting home. I not only want to 
be with those special people, but to talk with them, and to make one last visit 
to the show room and the sales room. 


This year we will gather in South Florida from July 3rd until the closing 
Board Meeting on Sunday morning, July 8th. Some of our northern members 
may be thinking "Florida in July — Oh No!" But remember, buildings and 
vehicles are air-conditioned. And, unless you go to the beach or swimming 
pool, you will be comfortable (Floridians have not yet discovered a way to 
furnish beach activities with air conditioning). 


Tim Anderson will present our first Friday program on the topic 
"Gesneriads in South Florida", with information on growing gesneriads in 
the garden (even northerners are bound to pick up some tips from this talk). 
He will be followed by "How To's", a panel that will include "Packing for 
Travel" with Glenn Barnes, "Propping the Leather-Leaved Chiritas" by Peter 
Shalit (Peter's presentation will include illustrations of the various means of 
propagating Chiritas in section Gibbosaccus), and "Propagation of Rhizo- 
matous Gesneriads" by Tim Tuttle. Come to see and hear how these experts 
do what they do so well! 


Saturday morning, Ron Myhr will be doing a general overview of 
"Gesneriads Around the World" with many pictures of typical gesneriad 
habitats and plants growing in the wild. The talk will also include some dis- 
cussion of the natural history of gesneriads, including habitat, pollination 
syndromes and novel strategies for attracting pollinators. Following Ron's 
talk, Karyn Cichocki's program will be "Terrariums — Creating an Interesting 
Landscape Plan". She will show containers that can be used, plant material to 
use in the plantings, and accessories. Karyn will cover both short-term and 
long-term plantings. 

Tim Anderson is an established grower of gesneriads and other tropical 
plants (including orchids and begonias) and the owner of Palm Hammock 
Orchid Estate in Miami (one of the destinations of our Thursday outing). 

Glenn Barnes will be attending his third Gesneriad Society convention 
in Miami, but this year he won't have to pack his well-grown plants for air 
travel. Glenn has been growing foliage plants since 1977 and gesneriads 
since 2004 and considers himself a novice at both. You'd never know it from 
his plants! We were all amazed at the number of gesneriads he managed to 
take to the Portland and Rochester conventions. To think, they all boarded a 
plane with him and didn't look the worse for wear. 


Karyn Cichocki's horticultural inspiration came from both her grand- 
mothers, who were African violet growers. She has been growing gesneriads 
for 25 years, starting with Saintpaulias. Karyn had majored in art while in 
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high school and was naturally drawn to the design classes in local violet soci- 
ety shows on Long Island. After moving to Lafayette, NJ in late 1994, she 
realized that the Saintpaulias that she was able to grow in her warm Long 
Island home didn't like the cool basement growing conditions 
in New Jersey — but the other gesneriads thrived. Soon after moving, she 
joined the Frelinghuysen Arboretum Gesneriad Society (of which she is 
currently its president) and in 1999 attended her first convention in 
Nashville, TN. Karyn is a master judge in The Gesneriad Society, a senior 
AVSA judge and has won Best in Design at AVSA, AVSC and Gesneriad 
Society conventions. 


Ron Myhr won "Best Gladiolus Spike" at the age of eleven in a local 
flower show in Swift Current, Saskatchewan and became interested in gesne- 
riads in the 1970s while a graduate student in psychology. In 1977 he 
founded the Toronto Gesneriad Society. Ron has also been co-editor of 
Crosswords, the newsletter of the Gesneriad Hybridizer's Association (GHA) 
and founded and maintains The Gesneriad Reference Web, which he set up 
in 1996. The web site is a very large one, with over 2000 pictures of gesneri- 
ads and several substantial articles about the plant family written by experts 
in the field such as Mary Mendum, John Boggan, Dr. Jeff Smith and Anton 
Weber. Ron recently produced the Gesneriad Screensaver and the CD-based 
slide lecture "Gesneriads in the Wild". 


Peter Shalit was born in New York City and raised in New Jersey. Peter 
was involved with the Greater New York Gesneriad Society when he was a 
teenager and was president of that chapter before going to college in Ithaca, 
NY. He moved to Seattle in 1977 and has been a member of the Puget Sound 
Gesneriad Society for 30 years. He has been growing Chiritas for over 30 
years, from the days when C. sinensis was the only Chirita in cultivation. He 
now grows over 30 species and hybrids in his home in Seattle and has 
hybridized C. 'Vertigo', 'Nemesis’, 'Nimbus', ‘Souvenir’, and 'Piccolo’. Peter is 
a Gesneriad Society Senior Judge and Chairperson of the Publications 
Committee, among other responsibilities. 

Tim Tuttle has been growing gesneriads since the age of six when his 
grandmother gave him some Achimenes and Saintpaulias. His growing expe- 
rience runs the gamut from outdoors, in windows and under lights in college 
dorm rooms, basements, city apartments and farm houses. Tim considers the 
rhizomatous gesneriads to be his favorites, especially Smithiantha, Diastema 
and Phinaea, and he has also done hybridizing of Streptocarpus and 
Sinningia. Tim is a member of GHA, the American Begonia Society and the 
International Bulb Society. He considers growing gesneriads the best way to 
"de-stress" and keep balance in his life. 


Tour of Tours — Convention 2007 


Allan Mink, Convention Chair 


From morning to early mid-afternoon on Thursday, July 5th, be prepared 
for a horticultural delight. From the hotel we will head to Fairchild Tropical 
Botanic Garden, traveling through Coral Gables to Old Cutler Road for a rare 
look at old Miami. The homes, roads and walkways are cut from (and built 
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with) coral and are covered with an immense canopy of Ficus, Rubber, Live 
Oak and numerous other giant tropical trees. 


Dr. David Fairchild (1869-1954) was one of the greatest plant explorers 
of all time. At the age of 22, he created the Section of Foreign Seed and Plant 
Introduction of the United States Department of Agriculture. For the next 37 
years, he traveled the world in search of plants of potential use to the 
American people. His far reaching travels brought into cultivation in the U.S. 
many important plants, including mangos, alfalfa, nectarines, dates, horse- 
radish, bamboos, flowering cherries and dozens more. 


Fairchild Tropical Botanic Garden is 83 acres of tropical and subtropical 
beauty. Considered by many to be the world’s premier tropical botanic gar- 
den, Fairchild features extraordinary palms, lush bromeliads, orchids, 
flowering trees and vines. The Garden is the home for living collections and 
garden landscapes. It is the center for Tropical Plant Conservation. From the 
large and colorful library and gift shop, we will board a tram for a guided 
tour through the garden which you can then enjoy with little or no walking. 


Upon returning to your bus, you will take a short twenty-minute ride to 
Palm Hammock Orchid Estate. This is a working commercial pot plant and 
landscape nursery owned and worked by Tim and Anne Anderson. It is also 
the monthly meeting place for our Host Chapter, The Caribbean Basin 
African Violet and Gesneriad Society. Guarding the fountains, fish ponds 
and the entrance to the nursery are several beds of gesneriads. The whole 
nursery is covered by shade screen and tree tops. Throughout the nursery are 
chairs, benches and tables where you can enjoy your lunch. You may stroll 
the grounds at your leisure, listening to fountains murmur and splash at every 
turn, enjoying one of the largest and most beautiful displays of begonias and 
bromeliads, as well as orchids, dish gardens, container gardens, supplies, rare 
flowering vines and shrubs, the caged birds, fish ponds with tanks of live 
fish, and plant material for sale. In this park-like nursery are several gesneri- 
ads. See if you can find them! 


After our visit to Palm Hammock, we will head back to the hotel to get 
ready for other convention acitivites like flower show entries and the evening 
highlight — the opening of plant sales! 


Saturday Convention Tour 


You asked for it. By popular request, all of the convention tours this 
year are horticultural tours. On Saturday we depart our hotel in the late after- 
noon and travel by bus to Pinecrest Botanical Garden. 


Austrian-born Franz Scherr purchased a feed store in the 1920’s in 
Homestead, Florida. This is where his idea began of building an attraction 
where birds would "fly free". He rented twenty acres of hammock land for 
$25 per year and started developing the tourist attraction that became Parrot 
Jungle. A winding nature trail was dug through the coral rock and hammock 
land. On December 20, 1936 about 100 visitors paid 25 cents admission to 
see and hear Scherr describe his birds, trees and flowers. Since then, Parrot 
Jungle attracted over a million visitors, including Sir Winston Churchill, and 
became a world-famous tourist attraction. In 2002 the Village of Pinecrest 
completed the purchase of the Parrot Jungle site and began the transition 
towards Pinecrest Botanical Garden. 
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Craig Morrell, Horticulturist for The Garden, aided by his staff and 
members of our Host Gesneriad Chapter, will personally give us a walking 
tour. There are ample places to rest along the way for those young at heart 
but weary of limb. Gregg is a well known and respected figure here in South 
Florida. Gregg started raising orchids at age 12 in Milwaukee, Wisconsin. 
He spent his spare time with the Plant Conservatory of the Milwaukee Zoo 
and Public Museum, and by age 18 had amassed a plant collection of over 
800 plants. He earned a B.S. in Horticulture at the University of Florida in 
1988. Gregg then worked for the Florida Department of Agriculture as a 
nursery inspector, worked for a large foliage nursery in Homestead, managed 
an orchid nursery in West Palm Beach, and spent ten years as Chief 
Horticulturist to the Boca Raton Resort before coming to Pinecrest in 2004. 


Pinecrest is a garden at work. There are hundreds of plant varieties. The 
plants are mostly in natural surroundings with orchids and other epiphytes in 
the trees, bromeliads and begonias sprouting from the coral, palms and 
flowering vines everywhere. Look carefully and you may see Nematanthus 
‘Champagne’ in bloom in the trees along with other Nematanthus, 
Columneas, Aeschyhanthus, Codonanthes, etc. 


Ten minutes by bus and we will arrive at the Pinecrest Greer Park Party 
Room. Here you will be treated to a truly gourmet meal, catered by "Les", 
one of South Florida's great chefs. There will be wine for those that wish to 
partake while reminiscing about the past week or just listening to the music 
of the live Caribbean steel band. You will be back to the hotel in plenty of 
time to head for South Beach or Coconut Grove for some late night fun 
under the Moon over Miami, or to start packing for your departure on 
Sunday. If you have not signed up for our convention closing tour, do it now 
as there is limited seating. Don’t be left out. 


Convention Tote Bag 


Just in time to help you carry 
your convention materials (and those 
plants from Plant Sales)! The Gesner- 
iad Society's new tote bag measures 
14" x 12" and is just over 3" deep. It 
has an adjustable shoulder strap, a cell 
phone pocket, a water bottle pocket, a 
slot for ID or business card and two 
slots for pens. The cost of the bag 
(with convention registration) is $10. 
You will be able to pick up your bag 
at Convention. It cannot be ordered 
separately at this time. Net proceeds 
from the sale of the tote bag will go 
the Elvin McDonald Research 
Endowment Fund. 
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Convention Dates to Remember 

April 15 Deadline for convention registration to enjoy early admission 
to the opening plant sale (Thursday, July 5 at 9:00 p.m.). 

June 1 Convention registration deadline. After this date, registration 
for activities will be on a space-available basis and subject to a 
$35 late fee. 

June 2 Hotel registration deadline to guarantee convention room rate. 

June 15 Judging School registration deadline. Be reminded that no reg- 
istrations will be accepted at convention. 

June 15 Deadline for artistic entry niche reservations, and for commer- 
cial and educational exhibit registrations. 


Log on to the Members' Area to register: 
http://www. gesneriadsociety.org/memberLogin.htm 


Convention Auction 


For the silent auction in Miami we are asking for your donations of 
gesneriad or horticulturally related items. We like to showcase plant 
material at the live auction — show plants, new hybrids, unusual plants 
and so forth. All those who attended the convention in Rochester 
remember the excitement caused by the donation of a cutting by Kenji 
Hirose of his new hybrid Streptocarpus 'Lemon Curd' (and won by 
Vladimir Kalgin). All auction proceeds benefit the Elvin McDonald 
Research Endowment Fund. If you cannot attend convention, you 
can mail your donation to Allan Mink, 430 E. Dayton Circle, Fort 
Lauderdale, FL 33312-1917. 

At the Miami convention this year we will be holding the live auc- 
tion at Saturday’s luncheon. The silent auction will run its usual course, 
from Friday morning to just before the Saturday luncheon. All items 
won, from either the silent or the live auction, can be paid for and 
picked up after the luncheon. 

Questions about the auction can be addressed to Paul Susi, 10 Briar- 
wood Lane, Millerton, NY 12546 <development@ gesneriadsociety.org>. 


OF SALISBURY 


432 UNDERMOUNTAIN ROAD — SALISBURY, CONN. 06068 
PHONE (860) 435-2263 WEBSITE: www.lauray.com 
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2006-07 Catalog — $2.00 
Visitors Always Welcome Usually open daily, 10:00 A.M. to 5:00 P.M. 
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Gesneriad Slide Programs 


Chapters!! Are you looking for ideas for your meetings? How about one of 
our slide programs? Everyone enjoys seeing pictures of gesneriads and learning 
more about them. 


Please note that we have two new slide programs: "Rochester NY: 
Convention 2006 Flower Show" and "Blue Ribbon Designs". Blue Ribbon 
Designs is a collection of slides featuring winning arrangements from past con- 
vention shows. Hopefully it will give ideas and inspiration for future judged 
Chapter shows and, of course, our conventions. 


Programs currently available in 35 mm slide format are as follows: 


¢ Introduction to Gesneriads (56 slides) ¢ Achimenes (59 slides) 
¢ Rochester NY: Convention 2006 Flower ¢ Alpine and Cool-Growing Gesneriads 
Show (80 slides) (78 slides) 
¢ Portland OR: Convention 2005 Flower ¢ Chiritas (60 slides) 
Show (72 slides) * The Companion Genera: Nematanthus and 
¢ Long Island: Convention 2004 Flower Codonanthe (77 slides) 
Show (80 slides) ¢ Kohlerias (72 slides) 
e Sacramento: Convention 2003 Flower e Sinningias (80 slides) 
Show (78 slides) ¢ Streptocarpus Species (75 slides) 
¢ Morristown NJ: Convention 2002 Flower . Streptocarpus Hybrids (79 slides) 


Show (80 slides) * Blue Ribbon Designs (73 slides) 


Since we have only one copy of the 35 mm programs available for circula- 
tion, please contact me for information on the dates the program you are 
interested in is available. As always, I'll be happy to answer questions about any 
of the programs. 


Programs can be reserved by mail to Vivian Scheans, 4660 Dogwood Place, 
Lake Oswego, OR 97035-8412 or email <vscheans@comcast.net>. Specify the 
program to be reserved and the date the program is required. Since new programs 
are very popular, it is helpful if you provide as much lead time as possible, pro- 
vide alternate dates, or alternate programs that would be acceptable. Please 
specify the address the program is to be mailed to and a contact phone number. 
Program rental of $20.00 US payable to The Gesneriad Society must be received 
before the program can be shipped. Your request will be promptly acknowledged 
and programs will be shipped to arrive at least one week in advance of your 
reserved date. Programs on 35 mm slides are shipped pre-loaded in a Kodak- 
compatible carousel. Programs must be returned within 5 days of your 
reservation date via Priority Mail with delivery confirmation in the U.S. or the 
equivalent postal category from outside the U.S. 


Gesneriad Cloisonne Lapel Pins 


$5 each (Free Shipping) 


Send check or money order Carol Ann Bonner 
(payable to The Gesneriad Society) Publicity & Membership Promotion 
or credit card information to: 3/05 Tibbs Drive 

Nashville, TN 37211-3413 
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Photographing Gesneriads 


Ron Myhr <rmyhr@pathcom.com> 
Ashburn, Ontario, Canada 


Photographing plants is a natural adjunct to growing them. Even those of 
us who aren't able to grow many plants can enjoy taking pictures of them, 
helping to preserve the memory of those really interesting specimens, or the 
extreme flush of bloom that we might not see again for years. 


The Gesneriad Society (and the AGGS before it) has recognized both the 
existence and the importance of this impulse by establishing competitive 
classes for photography at the annual convention and at chapter shows. Even 
though the primary focus of these shows is the display and evaluation of live 
plant material, photography fits naturally into the show experience. 


The purpose of judged shows is at least three-fold. It provides an oppor- 
tunity for growers to test their skill against all those others growing our 
wonderful plants; it provides an opportunity for us all to appreciate the 
beauty of truly interesting and well-grown plants; and it gives us a chance to 
learn about plants, to experience the diversity of the Gesneriaceae, and to see 
different approaches to growing and displaying them. 


Photography classes serve the same functions. Photographers demon- 
strate their skill in a competitive environment, but they are also providing an 
opportunity for others to see plants captured at their moments of peak beauty, 
and to examine details of plants that may not often be on live display. Also 
important is the fact that photo classes encourage the documentation of 
gesneriads so that we can create a record of the plants we've grown for 
subsequent growers and subsequent generations to study and appreciate. 


The Gesneriad Society has recently expanded the classes for photogra- 
phy at its convention shows. The changes made reflect some changes that 
have already been implemented at the local level in some chapters. There 
will now be three classes for color prints, as follows: 

¢ Color print of parts of a gesneriad (flowers, fruit, foliage, etc.) 
¢ Color print of a whole gesneriad plant 
¢ Color print of gesneriad(s) growing in a natural habitat 


I think these categories make perfect sense and allow for beautiful photos 
of flowers, foliage and seed structures, as well as for beautiful documentary 
portraits of whole plants and interesting illustration of plants growing wild in 
natural plant communities. 


I've spent a lot of time over the past ten years finding, reviewing, prepar- 
ing and writing about photographs of gesneriads in order to post them on the 
Gesneriad Reference Web <www.gesneriads.ca>. I've some thoughts about 
each of these categories. Bear in mind, though, that the final definitions of 
the new classes (in the form of Judges Score Sheets) haven't been completed 
at the time this is being written. The ideas outlined below, therefore, are my 
own views and may not necessarily be exactly congruent with the judging 
criteria for each of the new classes. They're probably not too far off, though, 
and in any event are intended more as advocacy for new thinking about ges- 
neriad photography. 


Technical skill 
In all of the categories, the technical photographic skill demonstrated is 
important. It is essential that photographs be properly lit (not too light or 
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dark), be in focus, demonstrate good use of color and contrast, and so on. 
This does not require fancy equipment or advanced coursework in photogra- 
phy, but does make demands on the photographer to get the best out of his or 
her equipment, and to bring some critical judgment into the photographic 
process. In many cases, digital photographs can be manipulated to address 
problems introduced at the picture-taking stage (e.g., brightening a too-dark 
image), although manipulation should not be taken too far. For example, it's 
simply not right to paste extra flowers into an image in order to make it look 
better. 


Photographing Plant Parts 

Historically, most photographs we've seen in judged classes would fall 
into this new category — beautiful pictures of individual flowers or flower 
clusters, decorative fruit and attractive foliage. The potential diversity of 
photographs is huge, reflecting both the diversity within the gesneriad family 
and the wide variety of options presented to the photographer. However, I 
think that a few rules will serve well for most subjects: 

¢ Avoid clutter. The central subject of the photograph should be clearly 
displayed in the foreground, and background objects should not distract 
from the focus. 

¢ Make effective use of depth of field. Depth of field is the depth of the 
space that is in focus. Small apertures (lens openings) result in more 

depth of field, wide apertures less. If you are attempting to photograph a 

flower and want to make sure that all parts of it are in focus, you will 

probably want to have more depth of field. On the other hand, you may 
want to isolate a flower in the foreground and have all objects behind it 
out of focus which is best accomplished with a relatively narrow depth 
of field. 

¢ Be aware of color contrasts and make use of this when possible. 
Photographing a brightly colored flower in front of a green leaf can be 
very dramatic. 

¢ Capitalize on texture and color patterns. Close photographs of brightly 
colored or patterned leaves can be very effective all by themselves. 

¢ Consider the composition of your photograph. Curved lines can add a lot 
of visual interest. In the photo of the berries of Columnea anisophylla, 
the curved stems are a significant element of the overall composition, 
adding to the attractiveness of the image. 

¢ Make sure that your photograph is identifiable as part of a gesneriad — 
while it's possible to make attractive purely abstract photographs using 
gesneriad parts as a starting point, the purpose of this class is illustration 
of the plant parts. We can show the beauty of isolated flower parts, for 
instance, without losing the sense that they are, in fact, flower parts. 

Plant Portraits 

Photographs of whole plants help us to document the appearance and 
character of plants. It is important that we have a record of species and culti- 
vars, especially now that so many images are available online. The purpose 
of the class for whole-plant photographs is to promote this documentation of 
the breadth of the gesneriad world. 

When we take plant portraits, we are looking at them in their entirety — 
not just as carriers of flowers. In this sense, gesneriads are different than 
orchids or other plants grown almost exclusively for their flowers. We appre- 
ciate the overall effect of a well-grown plant and recognize that part of the 
attraction of gesneriads includes the plants themselves. 
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These attractive and colorful 
berries of Columnea anisophylla 
illustrate the importance of 
composition, even with a simple 
subject. The berry stems are 
attractively curved, and the 
fragment of vine at the top right 
provides a pleasing contrast of 
direction and texture. (Photo by 
M. Stone, courtesy of the 
Smithsonian Institution) 


Gesneria cuneifolia 'Quebradillas' is an excellent subject for an 
overhead whole-plant portrait as the species tends to form a low 
pot-hugging rosette with flowers held at the top of the leaves. 
The bowl functions as a kind of frame. (Photo by Ron Myhr) 
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hillside beautifully illustrates nature photography at its best. 
While no individual plant is fully visible, the splashes of bright color 
and the gray leaves illustrate the species nicely, and the rocky slope 
at high altitude tell us a lot about this plant's habitat. (Photo by Aart Louw) 


Chirita linearifolia can be very floriferous and attractive. This 
formal portrait nicely illustrates its potential. The black backdrop, 
achieved by use of a black velvet cloth, serves to highlight the 
plant and its incredible crop of flowers. (Photo by Leslie Brothers, 
courtesy of the Smithsonian Institution) 
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When taking photos of whole plants, I think there are a few things to 
keep in mind: 

¢ The subject plant should be a reasonable example of its type. The photo 
is not going to be judged on the quality of the plant illustrated. However, 
a plant that is in poor condition or poorly groomed is not going to result 
in a photo that's a good representation of the species or cultivar. If the 
plant is grown primarily for its flowers, the photograph should reflect 
this; plants with beautiful or interesting foliage need not have flowers to 
make effective portraits. 


¢ By definition, the whole plant needs to be illustrated. This means that 
you should not get the camera too close to the plant. Some space around 
the edges of the photo helps to place the plant in context. 


¢ The plant should be reasonably isolated from other distracting detail. 
Photographers often make use of black cloths as a way of dramatically 
presenting a plant, and this can work very well. However, it's not the 
only way. In the photograph of Gesneria cuneifolia 'Quebradillas', the 
bowl within which the plant has been grown provides a kind of framing 
for the plant, and the white tablecloth upon which the bowl is set pro- 
vides the backdrop. 


¢ Consider the shape and structure of the plant when photographing it. For 
instance, Gesneria cuneifolia 'Quebradillas' is a relatively "flat" plant — 
it doesn't get more than a very few inches tall. It's possible to photograph 
it from above and capture the "essence" of the species more effectively 
than if it were photographed from the side. This will be especially true 
of some foliage photos of the very flat Petrocosmea species — these are 
almost two-dimensional plants! On the other hand, most plants are truly 
three-dimensional and too tall to be photographed from above — a full or 
partial side perspective is the only alternative. 


Plants Growing in Nature 


As natural habitats for gesneriads shrink almost to nothing and many 
species verge on extinction, it becomes imperative to capture these vanishing 
environments for posterity. The decision to include a class for plants growing 
"in the wild" reflects this imperative. 

Most of us will have little chance to see gesneriads in their natural habi- 
tat. For those who do, a sighting represents an opportunity to document the 
conditions under which our plants grow naturally, and to illustrate the plant 
communities that gesneriads inhabit. 


This is a new class, and exactly what will be entered remains to be seen. 
However, I think a few points can be emphasized. 


¢ These photographs should not focus too much on the gesneriads them- 
selves. It's important to include some of the context within which they 
are growing. This could be a landscape, other plants within the same 
plant community, animals such as insects, hummingbirds or bats feeding 
on nectar, and so on. 


¢ The best photographs will illustrate the plant in flower or fruit unless 
there are specific foliage attributes of interest. For instance, some 
species of Columnea have interesting red "windowpanes" on their 
leaves, and these can make for interesting and attractive photos even 
without flowers. 
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¢ The technical qualities of the photo are as important in this class as in 
the other classes. Proper lighting, sharp focus and attention to composi- 
tion are key. The photograph of Streptocarpus dunnii is very nicely 
composed, showing many flowering plants, the grassy and rocky slope 
on which they are growing, and the distant landscape far below — illus- 
trating the height at which the plants are growing. 

The new photo classes provide an excellent opportunity to expand the 
record that we have accumulated of this amazing plant family. Start planning 
now to take your photographs and enter them in the next convention or chap- 
ter show in order to share our interest with others! 


Belisle's 


Catalog $2.00 


Marcia Belisle Heirloom Violets 
P.O. Box 111 Choice Gesneriads 
Radisson, WI 54867 Unusual Houseplants 


BELISLESVH@ aol.com 


in hobby greenhouses, windows, and under lights! 


H [3 Fj The Association for plant & flower people who grow 


Quarterly Magazine and Newsletter e Growing & Maintenance Help & Advice 
Dues: USA $28/yr., Canada/Mexico $30/yr., Overseas $31/yr. (US funds/bank, IMO) 
Sample magazine $3.50, Directory of Manufacturers & Distributors $2.50 


Hobby Greenhouse Association 


8 Glen Terrace, Bedford, MA 01730-2048 


http://www.hobbygreenhouse.org 


Discover a World 
of Diversity! 


Membership $25/year American Begonia Society 
*6 issues of the Begonian 5218 Brock Drive 


*Seed Fund Bartlesville, OK 74006 
* Slide & Video Library 


www.begonias.org 
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Epiphytes are often hard to photograph 
well as they are so high up in the rain- 
forest canopy. This photograph nicely 
captures the environment within which 
Columnea microcalyx is growing. 
(Photo by J. Folsom, courtesy of 
the Smithsonian Institution) 


This photo of Drymonia strigosa is very 
nicely composed. The diagonal angle of 
the flower and calyx make very effective 
use of space, and the depth of field 
allows all parts of the flower to be in 
focus, even though the base of the 
flower (inside the calyx) is significantly 
further away from the camera than the 
corolla lobes. The pastel colors blend 
beautifully, and the other flowers in the 
background are not a distraction. 
(Photo by Leslie Brothers, courtesy 
of the Smithsonian Institution) 


Although the flowers of Columnea minor are relatively small, they 
photograph spectacularly well. This photograph nicely captures the 
bright feathery calyx and the peculiar hairy and knobby extensions of 
the corolla. It might have been improved by removal of the flower in 
the background, which is a bit of a distraction. (Photo by Ron Myhr) 
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Additions to the Species List in the 1Q07 Issue of GESNERIADS: 
Aeschynanthus garretii (B) ¢ Codonanthe gracilis 'Kautsky Red 
Aschynanthus lobbianus 'Radicans' Leaf’ MP0016 (B) 


(B) ¢ Paraboea sp. (green leaf) 
¢ Chirita hamosa Streptocarpus haygarthii JT04-030 
¢ Chirita lutea (formerly C. eburnea Streptocarpus pusillus JT04-02c 


yellow) (F,R) ¢ Tremacron aurantiacum 
¢ Codonanthe devosiana (pink) 


MP0018 (B) 
Send orders for species seed from the following list to: 
Carolyn Ripps 
21 Sprain Road 
Hartsdale, NY 10530 


Deletion from Species List 1Q07 Issue of GESNERIADS: 
Chirita asperifolia 


Sinningia mauroana GRF9964 
Chirta sclerophylla 


Seed Fund Donations “VIOLET BARN 


| Home of Rob’s Violets 
Please follow these instructions 


for mailing seed donations: Shipping quality plants since 1985. 


Gesneriads too!! 
Donations mailed from 


anywhere in the United States 
should be sent to: 


Karyn Cichocki 
79 Beaver Run Road 10 different streps, our choice $30 
Lafayette, NJ 07848 Add $12 per order for shipping 


Our own ‘Bristol's’ strep hybrids 
and MANY other genera in the family 


We'll ship to anywhere at anytime 


Donations from outside the U.S.A. (Ask us about winter delivery) 


(Canada and other international 


locations) should be sent to: SAFE DELIVERY GUARANTEED! 
Marilyn Allen 


8 Brackenridge Place 
Port Moody, BC, Canada V3H 4G4 


FOR FULL-COLOR CATALOG, SEND $2 
WWW.VIOLETBARN.COM 


PO BOX 696, NAPLES, NY 14512 
PHONE: 585-374-6947 


Gesneriads ¢ Begonias ¢ Rare Flowering Plants & Vines 
KARTUZ GREENTIOUSES 
1408 SUNSET DRIVE, Dept. G 
VISTA, CA 92083-6531 
760-941-3613 
http://www.kartuz.com 
Ask for catalog 
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The Shopping Mall 


World-Class Gloxinia Tubers: 
These plants have genes that will 
scare you! Huge, double flowers in 
colors never seen before. $8.50 each. 
More information, grow with: Steve, 
LOGAN NURSERY, Wayne, NE 
402-375-3029, www.gloxiniane.com. 


MRS STREP STREPS - Strepto- 
carpus, Chiritas, and other Gesneriads. 
Email for list of available plants. Kathy 
Spissman, 4086 Brownlee Dr., Tucker, 
GA 30084. Phone (770) 939-5289. 
Email: mrsstrepstreps @comcast.net. 


OUT OF AFRICA, Blooming Strep- 
tocarpus. Send $1 for catalog. Gary S. 
Mikita, 2842 Brown St., Portage, IN 
46368, Phone (219) 763-4861. E-mail 
garymikita@cs.com. 


PAT'S PETS, Gesneriads and African 
Violets. Send $2.00 for catalog. Pat's 
Pets, 4189 Jarvis Rd., Hillsboro, MO 
63050. Phone (636) 789-3604. 
E-mail PATSPETS @sbcglobal.net. 
Internet Home Page (catalog) 
http://www.geocities.com/patspets @ 
sbcglobal.net. 


WEISS' GESNERIADS, 'Plants 
Grown for Distinctive Foliage’ — 
Episcias, Begonias, Sinningias, 
Chiritas, plants and cuttings. Free 
Catalog. 2293 So. Taylor Road, 
Cleveland Heights, Ohio 44118. 


 YVXQD. 


Boonwood Garden Centre 


Achimenes +> Achimenanthas 
Smithianthas <«* Kohlerias 


* Ministry of Agriculture Inspected 
* Excellent Rhizomes Available for Export 
* Countries outside of Europe Import Certificate may be Required 
* Wholesale Minimum Order £500 


* Retail No Minimum Order but Customer Must Pay 
Ministry/Postage Outside of Europe 


* We accept £ Sterling and Euros 


* Our Plants, Growing Medium and Top Quality Rhizomes are Ministry 
of Agriculture Inspected and Available for Export Mid April 2007 


Free Catalog and List Available 


Gosforth, Seascale 
Cumbria, CA 20 1BP, England website: boonwoodgardencentre.com.uk 


e-mail: kay@kaymossop 1.wanadoo.co.uk 
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GESNERIADS 
INDEX 2006 


Volume 56 


Numbers 1-4 


Compiled by Judy Becker 


Issue is indicated first, followed by a colon, and then page number(s) 
Plant illustrations are indicated by an asterisk (*) 


Genus + species / hybrid: 
xAchicodonia, 1: 16; 3: 35 
xA. 'Cornell Gem’, 3: 35 
xA. 'Dark Star', 3: 35 
xA. 'Tsis', 3: 35 
xAchimenantha, 1: 16; 3: 35; 4: 12 
xA. ‘Dutch Treat', 3: 42* 
xA. ‘Inferno’, 2: 37* 
xA. ‘Minnesota Rouser’, 2: 19 
xA. 'Nancy Maybloom’, 2: 21* 
xA. 'Texas Spotted Leopard’, 2: 19 
Achimenes, 1: 15-16, 18, 38; 2: 24*, 49; 3: 15, 
26, 34-35 
. 'Ambroise Verschaffelt', 2: 53* 
. argyrostigma, 3: back cover* 
. cupreata, 4: back cover* 
. erecta, 3: 12 
. grandiflora, 1: 17* 
. Naegelioides Diamantina, 2: 16* 
Aeschynanthus, 1: 16, 37 
A. 'Big Apple’, 2: front cover* 
A. 'Black Pagoda’, 2: 52* 
A. evrardii, 1: 36* 
A. humilis, 1: front cover*, 21* 
A. xsplendidus, 4: 24* 
Agalmyla, 1: 35, 37 
A. parasitica, 1: 37* 
Alloplectus, 1: 16, 38-39; 2: 46; 3: 6, 12, 14, 
20-25; 4: 11 
A. ambonensis, 3: 24 
A. cristatus, 2: 46: 3: 25 
A. hispidus, 3: 22*-23 
A. peruvianus, 2: 46 
A. tetragonoides, 1: 40* 
Alsobia, 1: 16; 3: 14 
A. 'Cygnet', 2: 17* 
A. dianthiflora, 1: 53* 
Amalophyllon, 3: 15, 39-40 
A. divaricata, 3: 39 
Anetanthus, 3: 14 
Anna, |: 16 
Anodiscus, 1: 38; 3: 26 
A. xanthophyllus, 3: 26-27*-28, 31, 34 
Asteranthera, 1: 18; 3: 14 


Bellonia, 3: 14 
Besleria, 1: 37; 3: 14 
B. ‘Jabba the Hut’, 2: 4 
B. lutea, 1: 377* 
Boea hemsleyana, |: 21* 
xBrigandra, 1: 18 
xB. 'Lily Wilson’, 2: 36* 
Briggsia, 1: 18 
Bucinellina, 2: 34-35 
B. paramicola, 3: 18* 
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Capanea, |: 38; 3: 34; 4: 11 

C. grandiflora, 3: 19* 
Chirita, 1: 16, 37; 4: 12 

C. 'Ako Sky’, 2: 21* 

C. brassicoides 'Marble Leaf’, 4: front 

cover*, 30, 32-33* 

C. 'Kitaguni', 2: front cover* 

C. liboensis, 4: 32 

C. sinensis, 1: 21* 

C. 'Vertigo', 2: 33* 

C. walkerae, 1: 36* 
Chrysothemis, 1: 15; 3: 14 

C. pulchella, 1: 17* 
Cobananthus, 1: 16; 3: 14 
Codonanthe, 1: 16; 2: 35; 3: 14, 44, 46, 51* 

C. serrulata, 1: 20* 
Codonanthopsis, 3: 14 
xCodonatanthus, 1: 16; 2: 35 

xC. 'Aurora', 2: 36* 
xColbergaria, 2: 35 
xColtrichantha, 2: 35 
Columnea, 1: 16, 35, 37; 2: 34-35, 46; 3: 14, 

20-21, 44 

C. 'Aladdin's Lamp’, 2: 4, 

C. 'Broget Stavanger’, 2: 17* 

C. citriflora, 2: 46 

C. citrina, 2: 47 

C. 'Early Bird’, 4: 21* 

C. filamentosa, 2: 47 

C. filifera, 2: 47 

C. hispida, 3: 12 

C. moorei, 3: 18* 

C. orientandina, 1: front cover* 
. ornata 1: 36*; 3: 18* 
. paramicola, 3: 18* 
peruviana, 2: 46 
raymondii, 1: 20* 
robusta, 2: 46 
. spathulata, 3: 18* 
. tenensis, 1: 52* 
. tutunendana, 2: 46 
. 'Yellow Dragon’, 2: front cover* 
Conandron, 1: 18; 2: 35 

C. ramondioides, 1: 53* 
Corallodiscus, 1: 18 
Corytoplectus, 1: 16; 3: 14 

C. cutucuensis, 1: 20* 
Crantzia, 3: 14 

C. cristata, 3: 23*, 25 

C. epirotes, 3: 25 

C. tigrina, 3: 24-25 
Cremersia, 3: 14 
Cremosperma, 1: 16; 3: 14 
Cremospermopsis, 3: 15 
Cubitanthus, 3: 15 
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Cyrtandra, 1: 16, 37, 39; 2: 13; 4: 14 
C. angustielliptica, 2: 47 
C. anisophylla, 2: 46 
C. aureotincta, 2: 46 
C. cleopatrae, 1: 36* 
C. coacta, 2: 47 
C. insolita, 2: 47 
C. linauana, 2: 47 
C. patentiserrata, 2: 46 
C. pendulifera var. grossipilosa, 2: 47 
C. sarawakensis var. longipilosa, 2: 47 
C. seganica, 2: 47 
C. stenoptera, 2: 46 
C. tesselata, 2: 47 
C. tunohica, 2: 47 


Dalbergaria, 1: 16; 2: 34-35; 3: 44 

D. ornata, 1:36; 3: 18* 
xDaltrichantha, 2: 35 
xDiaskohleria, 3: 35 
Diastema, 1: 16; 3: 15, 34 

D. racemiferum, 3: 38 

D. vexans, 3: 35 
Didymocarpus, 1: 35, 37 

D. sulphureus, 1: 37* 
Drymonia, 1: 16, 38; 2: 46; 3: 14, 20-21, 24 

D. ambonensis, 3: 23*-24 

D. punctulata, 3: 23* 

D. sp. nov. Ecuador, 3: 23* 

D. turrialvae, 3: 23*-24 

D. variegata, 1: 52* 


Episcia, 1: 16; 2: 18; 3: 14 
. ‘Cleopatra’, 2: 17* 
. cupreata, 1: 20*; 4: back cover 
. ‘Jim's Mystic Star’, 2: 20* 
. 'My Precious’, 4: 30 
. ‘Suomi’, 2: 18 
E. "Tiger Stripe’, 4: 20* 
Epithema, 2: 49 
xEucodonella, 3: 35 
Eucodonia, 1: 16; 3: 15, 35, 39; 4: 12 
E. ‘Adele’, 2: 52* 
E. verticillata, 3: 35 


Gasteranthus, 1: 16, 35; 3: 14 

G. corallinus, 1: 40* 
Gesneria, 1: 16; 3: 14 

G. 'Ako Cardinal Flight’, 2: 21* 

G. pedicellaris, 1: 20* 
xGlocodonia, 3: 35 
xGlokeria, 3: 35 

xG. 'Dragon Song’, 3: 41 
xGlokohleria, 1: 16; 2: 34, 37; 3: 35, 38-39 

xG. 'Ember Glow', 3: 40-41 

xG. 'Goblin’, 3: 41 

xG. 'Pink Heaven’, 3: 41 

xG. 'Scarlet Letter’, 3: 37*, 40-41 

xG. rosea, 3: 36*, 41 
Glossoloma, 1: 38; 3: 14, 24 

G. hertha, 3: 22*, 24 

G. sp. nov., 3: 22* 
xGloximannia, 3: 38 

xG. ‘Arion’, 3: 38, 41 

xG. 'Circe', 3: 37*-38, 41 
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xG. ‘Island Sunset’, 3: 38 
xG. 'Medea’, 3: 38 
xG. 'Medusa', 3: 38 
xGloxinantha, 1: 16; 3: 38 
xG. 'Evlo', 3: 38 
Gloxinella lindeniana, 3: 15, 28-29*, 31, 
34-35, 39-40 
xGloxinera, 2: 35 
Gloxinia, 1: 16, 18, 38; 2: 34-35; 3: 15, 34, 38; 
4: 11 
. ‘Arion’, 3: 41 
. burchellii, 3: 31 
. ‘Chic’, 2: 52*, 3: 37*, 41 
. 'Circe’, 3: 37*, 41 
. dodsonii, 3: 28-29*, 31 
. 'Dragon Song’, 3: 35, 41 
. erinoides, 3: 31, 34-35, 38-39, 41, back 
cover* 
. gymnostoma, 3: 30*-31, 39 
. ichthyostoma, 3: 28-29*, 31 
. lindeniana, 3: 28-29*, 31, 35, 39 
. maculata, 3: 26 
. 'Medea’, 3: 41 
. ‘Medusa’, 2: 5*; 3: 36*, 41 
. multiflora, 3: 28 
. nematanthodes, 3: 30, 31, 39 
G. perennis, 1: 40*; 2: 35; 3: 26-27*, 28, 
31, 34-35, 38-39 
G. planalta, 3: 31 
G. purpurascens, 3: 30*-31 
. racemosa, 3: 28-29*, 31, 34, 38 
. reflexa, 3: 28, 31 
. rupestris, 3: 28, 31 
. Sarmentiana, 3: 30*, 31 
. speciosa, 3: 26, 31 
. sylvatica, 3: front cover*, 12, 30*-31 
. 'Turan’, 3: 41 
G. xanthophylla, 3: 27*, 31, 34-35, 38-39 
Gloxiniopsis, 3: 15 
G. racemosa, 3: 28-29*, 31, 34, 38 
xGloxinistema, 3: 34, 38, 
xG. 'First Frost’, 3: 36*, 38, 41 
xGloxinopyle, 3: 38 
xGloxistema, 2: 37; 3: 38 
xG. 'First Frost’, 2: 19; 3: 38, 41 
Goyazia, 3: 15, 28 


Haberlea, 1: 18; 2: 35 

H. rhodopensis, 1: 18* 
Hemiboea, 1: 16, 18 
Henckelia, 1: 37 

H. curtisii, 1: 36* 
xHeppiantha, 3: 38, 40 
Heppiella, 1: 16; 3: 15, 38-39 

H. ulmifolia, 1: 53* 

H. viscida, 3: 39 
xHeppigloxinia ‘Mauve Attraction’, 3: 39 
xHeppimannia, 3: 39 
xHeppimenes ‘Purple Queen’, 3: 39 

xH. 'Tezli'’, 2: 4, 37*; 3: 39 
Hypocyrta, 2: 35 
xHypotanthus, 2: 35 


Isoloma, 2: 15 
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Jancaea, 1: 18; 2: 35 
J. heldreichii, 1: 18* 
xJancaemonda, |: 18 


Koellikeria, 1: 16, 38; 3: 26, 34 
K. erinoides, 3: 26-27*, 31, 34-35, back 
cover* 
xKoellikohleria, 1: 16; 2: 37; 3: 38, 39 
xK. 'Goblin’, 3: 41 
xK. 'Pink Heaven’, 3: 41 
xK. rosea, 3: 36*, 38, 41 
Kohleria, 1: 16, 38; 2: 15, 34; 3: 15, 26, 34-35, 
39; 4: 12 
K. amabilis, 3: 39 
K.'An's Dice Dots', 2: 20* 
cultivar, 3: 40 
hirsuta, 1: front cover* 
'Lono’, 2: 19 
'Peridots Kitlope’, 4: 24* 
'Rongo', 2: 17*, 19 
spicata, 1: 17*; 3: 35, 39 
K. 'Strawberry Fields', 2: front cover* 
K. tigridia, 3: 19* 
xKohleriella, 3: 39 


Lampadaria, 3: 14 
Lembocarpus, 3: 14 
L. amoenus, 4: 34-35, 36*, 37*, 38 
Loxonia, 2: 49 
Lysionotus, 1: 16, 18 


Mandirola, 3: 15, 28 

M. ichthyostoma, 3: 28-29*, 31 

M. multiflora, 3: 28, 31 

M. rupestris, 3: 28, 31 
Martynia perennis, 3: 26 
Mitraria, 1: 16, 18; 3: 14 

M. coccinea, 1: 52* 
Monophyllaea, 2: 49 

M. horsfieldii, 1: 52* 
Monopyle, 1: 16; 3: 15, 26, 28, 30, 34 

M. reflexa, 3: 28, 31 
xMoussogloxinia, 3: 39 
xMoussokohleria, 3: 39 
xMoussomannia, 3: 39 
Moussonia, 1: 16; 3: 15, 39 
xMoussoniantha, 3: 39 

xM. 'Cornellian’, 3: 39 
xMoussonophora, 3: 39 


Naegelia, 2: 15, 16, 24 
Napeanthus, 1: 16; 3: 15 

N. angustifolius, 2: 47 

N. rupicola, 2: 47-48* 
Nautilocalyx, 1: 15, 38; 3: 14, 21, 24-25 

N. coccineus, 2: 47-48* 

N. collection, 4: 24* 

N. lynchii, 1: 17* 
xNautilothemis 'Jack Pardo’, 2: 36* 
Negria rhabdothamnoides, 1: 52* 
Nematanthus, 1: 16, 35; 2: 13, 35, 46; 3: 14, 

20, 44, 46; 4: 11, 16 

N. albus, 3: 45*-46, 48 

N. australis, 1: 40* 

N. fissus, 3: 48 

N. fluminensis, 3: 48 
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N. fluminensis x punctatus, 3: 49* 

N. "genus indet. Santa Teresa", 3: 44 

N. gregarius, 3: 48 

N. hirtellus, 3: 20 

N. jolyanus, 3: 48 

N. kautskyi, 3: 46-47*, 48 

N. punctatus, 3: 45*-46, 48 

N. pycnophyllus, 3: 46-47*, 48 

N. 'Rio'", 2: 4-5* 

N. sp. ‘Santa Teresa’, 3: 6, 44-45* 

N. sp. aff. albus MPSO, 3: 6, 44 

N. sp. 'Punctatus', 3: 6, 45*-46, 48 

N. striatus, 3: 48 

N. 'Tropicana’, 2: 17* 

N. wettsteinii, 1: 20* 

N. wiehleri, 3: 45*-46, 48 
Neomortonia, 1: 16; 3: 14 
xNiphadonia, 3: 39 
Niphaea, 1: 16; 3: 15, 39 

N. oblonga, 3: 39 

N. peruviana, 3: 28 
xNiphaphyllon, 3: 39 
xNiphiantha, 3: 39 
xNiphimenes ‘Lemonade’, 2: 37*, 39, 42* 
xNiphinaea, 3: 39 
Nomopyle, 3: 15, 28 

N. dodsonii, 3: 28-29*-31, 34 

N. peruviana, 3: 28 


Oerstedina, 3: 14 
Opithandra, 1: 18 
O. wentsaii, 2: 47 


xPaleria, 3: 39 
Paliavana, 1: 16; 2: 49; 3: 15 
Paraboea, 1: 37 

P. lanata, 1: 377* 
Paradrymonia, 1: 16, 38; 3: 14, 21, 24-25 

P. anisophylla, 2: 47 

P. barbata, 2: 47-48* 

P. hypocyrta, 1: 53* 
Parakohleria abunda, 3: 19* 
Pearcea, 1: 35; 3: 15, 35, 40 

P. abunda, 3: 19* 

P. hypocyrtiflora, 1: 40*, 3: 40 
xPearceria, 3: 39-40 
Peltanthera, 3: 15 
Pentadenia, 1: 16; 2: 34-35 

P. spathulata, 3: 18* 
Petrocosmea, 1: 16; 4: 12 

P. collection, 4: 23* 

P. forrestii, 1: 53* 

P. hybrid, 2: 21* 

P. parryorum, |: 21* 

P. rosettifolia, 4: 24*, 30 
Pheidonocarpa, 3: 14 
Phinaea, 1: 16; 3: 15, 34 

P. albolineata, 3: 40 

P. divaricata, 3: 39 
xPhinastema, 3: 34, 40 

xP. 'California Dreaming’, 2: 19, 36*; 3: 40 


xRamberlea, 1: 18 
xR. 'Inchgarth’, 2: 36* 
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Ramonda, 1: 18; 2: 35 
R. myconii, 1: back cover*, 18* 
Raphiocarpus, 1: 16, 18 
Rechsteineria, 2: 16, 35 
Reldia, 3: 14 
Resia, 3: 15 
Rhoogeton, 3: 14 
Rhynchoglossum, 2: 49; 3: 15 
R. gardneri, 1: 53* 
xRhytidoneria, 1: 16 
Rhytidophyllum, 1: 16; 3: 14 
Rufodorsia, 1: 16; 3: 14 


Saintpaulia, 1: 16, 38; 4: 12 
S. diplotricha 'Parker', 1: front cover* 
S. 'Emerald City’, 4: 21* 
S. 'Ramblin' Amethyst’, 2: 4 
S. 'Rebel's Restless Heart’, 4: 21* 
S. velutina, 1: 21* 
Sanango, 1: 15, 16; 3: 15 
Sarmienta, 1: 16, 18; 3: 14 
xSeemakohleria, 3: 35, 38, 40 
xS. 'Ember Glow’, 3: 40-41 
xS. 'Scarlet Letter’, 3: 37*, 40-41 
Seemannia, 2: 35; 3: 15, 38, 40 
S. 'Chic', 3: 37*, 41 
S. gymnostoma, 3: 30*-31, 38-39 
S. latifolia, 3: 12 
S. 'Medusa', 3: 36*, 41 
S. nematanthodes, 3: 30-31, 39 
S. purpurascens, 3: 30*-31 


S. sylvatica, 3: front cover*, 30*-31, 38-39 


xSeemanniella, 3: 40 
xS. 'Turan', 3: 40, 41 
Sinningia, 1: 18; 2: 35, 49; 4: 12, 26 
. ‘Apricot Bouquet’, 4: 24* 
. ‘Bewitched’, 2: 22 
. 'Dollbaby', 2: 17*-18 
. eumorpha, 2: 18, 35 
. 'Freckles', 2: 18 
kautskyi, 3: 46 
"Magic Moment’, 4: 42-43* 
"Minnihaha’', 4: 18* 
. pusilla, 1: 52*; 2: 18 


‘Snowflake’, 2: 18 


20*, 24*; 3: 26 

. speciosa ‘Cabo Frio' 1: front cover* 
. speciosa hybrid, 4: 20* 

. 'Tomorrow’, 2: 33* 

. tubiflora, 2: 35 

. Wildfire’, 2: 20* 

. Youngeana, 2: Back Cover* 
xSmitheppiella, 3: 38, 40 
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Smithiantha, 1: 16; 2: 15, 19; 3: 15, 28, 34-35, 
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S. 'Little One', 2: 52* 

S. cinnabarina, 1: 17* 
xSmithicodonia, 1: 16; 2: 16; 3: 40; 4: 12 

x. Elizabeth’, 2: 37*; 3: 42* 

xS. "Texas White Lightning’, 2: 19 
Solenophora, 1: 35, 38; 3: 15 

S. insignis, 1: 40* 
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. 'Scentsational Pepper Pot', 2: 42-43* 


. speciosa, 1: 12, 15, 17*; 2: 14, 16, 18, 


Sphaerorrhiza, 3: 15, 31 


S. 
S. 


burchellii, 3: 31 
sarmentiana, 3: 30*-31 


Stauranthera, 2: 49 
Streptocarpus, 1: 12, 16, 37-38; 2: 18; 4: 12 
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. ‘Black Panther’, 2: front cover* 


‘Blue Network’, 4: 42-43 


. ‘Blueberry Butterfly’, 4: 12 
. 'Celestial Radiance’, 4: 42-44* 


'‘Deanie's Blue Thunder', 2: 42, 44-45* 
'‘Deanie's Dream’, 2: 42, 44-45 
"‘Deanie's Jane Marie’, 2: 42, 45 
‘Deanie's Raspberry Frost’, 2: 42, 45* 
"‘Deanie's Sweet Marie’, 2: 42, 45 


. ‘Falling Stars’, 4: 21* 


formosus, 1: 21* 
"Franken Mulberry Lady', 2: 21* 


. galpinii, 2: 47 


‘Good Hope’, 2: 52* 

‘Grape Splash’, 4: 42, 44 
‘Guidelines’, 4: 42, 44-45* 
'Heartland's Hot Salsa’, 4: 17* 


. hilburtianus, 2: 47-48* 


Ice Wine’, 2: 21* 


. kunhardtii, 2: 47 
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"Raspberry Splash’, 4: 42, 46 
‘Red Alert’, 4: 42, 46 

rexii, 2: 47 


. roseoalbus, 2: 47 


‘Rose Scentsation’, 4: 16 
"Salmon Sunset’, 4: 42, 46 


. saundersii, 1: front cover*; 4: 18* 
. Saxorum, 1: 36* 


‘Sings the Blues’, 4: 42, 47 
"Smooched'’, 4: 42, 46*-47 


. ‘Spiritual Corridor’, 4: 42, 47* 


‘Starry Night’, 4: 42, 47* 


. 'Stonewashed', 4: 42, 48 


‘Summer Parfait', 4: 42, 48 


. 'Tattoo', 4: 42, 48 
. 'Toronto Silver Splash’, 2: 20* 
. 'Winter Dreams' x 'Canterbury Surprise’, 


4: 16 
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Growing Gesneriads in Japan 


Kenji Hirose <kjunchi@wing.ocn.ne.jp> 
Himeji, Hyogo, Japan 


Three years ago I joined The Gesneriad Society. I have enjoyed it by 
reading the GESNERIADS journal and by participating in the convention in the 
summer. I live in Himeji near Kyoto in Japan. The temperature goes up to 
35°C in the summer here as it is sultry. On the other hand, in winter it is cold 
during the day, and at night the temperature can fall to -4°C. Because my 
house is a very narrow condominium, I grow plants on the balcony and 
porch. The temperature is below the freezing point in winter. I can grow only 
such gesneriads as Achimenes, Eucodonia, and Streptocarpus that can endure 
the environment. Some Japanese lovers of perennial plants are growing 
Opithandra, Conandron, and Lysionotus outdoors all year round. But almost 
no one has grown other gesneriads. Therefore, visitors to my house are very 
interested in my plants. 


I have been working at Hyogo Prefectural Flower Center for 16 years. 
H.F.C. is the only place that has the exhibition display space for gesneriads 
in Japan. I have exhibited Saintpaulias, Aeschynanthus, Chiritas, Episcias, 
Nematantus, etc., in recent years. Mr. Toshijiro Okuto has grown and intro- 
duced some types of gesneriads. After he retires, I will grow them. 
Saintpaulias are the most widespread gesneriads in Japan. Additionally, there 
are small farmers growing the florist Gloxinias (Sinningias), as well as 
Seemannias and others. Some of the farmers who were growing cyclamens 
began growing Streptocarpus recently. 


Streptocarpus plants bloom chiefly in the early summer and autumn. 
However, S. kentaniensis and its hybrids differ from other kinds of Strepto- 
carpus. They bloom from about December to April. A Streptocarpus show 
and the plant sale are held in the H.F.C. in the autumn of every year. Many 
lovers of gesneriads come from all around the country for the show. Still, 
there are a lot of people who do not know Streptocarpus or other gesneriads. 


I am still learning about growing gesneriads. I often learn something for 
the first time when I fail with a plant. As for problems cultivating 
Streptocarpus, the plants might die especially under the intense heat during 
the summer time in West Japan. I learned it is important that the 
Streptocarpus plants develop lots of roots in their pots by the time it is sum- 
mer. The leaves might wilt because of the high temperature. The beginner 
doesn't know that; therefore, they misunderstand and give them water in the 
daytime. To prevent making the roots rot, it is not good to provide water in 
the daytime during times of high temperatures. Water should be supplied 
only at night when the temperature falls. Also, do not leave extra water in the 
pots as they should have a dry feeling in the daytime. 

I have introduced Streptocarpus from The Gesneriad Society Seed Fund. 
I am breeding new hybrids to show and will feature them at the exhibition. 
My goal is to hybridize for small size or a new color variety. By the way, it 
surprised me very much (and I appreciated it) that my hybrid Streptocarpus 
‘Lemon Curd' received such high interest and created great excitement at The 
Gesneriad Society Convention in July 2006. It makes me happy to grow and 
breed gesneriads. 
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A spectacular display of Streptocarpus was featured at the 
Hyogo Prefectural Flower Center show in 2006. 


heat ie ci fad 
Kenji displayed a group of yellow- This is Streptocarpus ‘Crimson Rouge' 
flowering Streptocarpus including which is Kenji's cross of 
‘Lemon Curd’, 'Lemon Frills’, ‘Emily’, S. 'Odoriko' x S. ‘Peter Pan Red’. 


‘Charlotte’, 'Big Yolk’ and 'Kim1'’. 
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The Gesneriad Boom in Russia 


Vladimir Kalgin <vkalgin@yahoo.com> 
Moscow, Russia 


Some time ago, Chris Rose from England asked me to write an article 
for the Saintpaulia and Houseplant Society. My article, "The African Violet 
Boom in Russia", was published in the Society's Bulletin two years ago. 
When Dale Martens asked me to write an article for The Gesneriad Society's 
journal, I thought I should name it "The Gesneriad Boom in Russia". It really 
is what's happening in Russia today. 


For many years I lived in a Moscow suburb and used to grow flowers in 
our garden. I like gladioli and I used to grow more than 300 varieties. At that 
time I worked as a professor for one of Moscow's universities teaching man- 
agement. In the beginning of the 1990s it was more exciting to be in 
business, and I started to work in investment banking. When we moved to 
Moscow, I did not have to commute to my office every day; but I could not 
grow outdoor plants anymore. I felt that I missed something that I needed to 
be happy. 


It took me a couple of years to find that with growing houseplants I 
could have even more fun. So about seven years ago I began to grow African 
violets. Actually my wife Tatiana used to grow African violets and Episcias 
for many years. Her plants were quite ordinary, the kind that everybody 
could buy in a flower shop. But one day she took me to the Moscow pet mar- 
ket — the only place at that time where people could get not only pets but also 
unusual houseplants. 


When we had a few hundred African violets in our apartments, I realized 
that we not only needed plants but also wanted to go to flower shows to meet 
other people who grow African violets and also to read some books and mag- 
azines. But we found that we did not have many opportunities even in 
Moscow five or six years ago. Not only people but also houseplants suffered 
from the Cold War. For many years Russian growers and hybridizers could 
not go abroad to flower shows to exchange information and new cultivars. It 
was impossible to become a member of houseplant societies outside of the 
country. 


Tatiana and I visited our first AVSA Convention in 2002. We were 
looking for African violets, of course. The first Streptocarpus we got at the 
convention was as a gift from Dale Martens. It was her variegated S. 'Iced 
Texas Twilight’, very rare at that time. After that we found beautiful Streps at 
David Thompson's table, and we bought a few dozen of them. At that time, 
Streps were unknown to Russian growers. One of the commercial growers, 
introducing them for the first time in 2003, wrote in his catalog: 
"Streptocarpus does not mean illness, but beautiful houseplant". 

We brought more varieties of gesneriads home from the AVSA 
Convention in 2003. Not only Streps but also Episcias, Chiritas, Sinningias, 
Kohlerias and other gesneriads. I had my first experience in crossing gesneri- 
ads at that time. Dale gave me Charles Lawn's Sinningia speciosa seeds from 
Australia. One of the plantlets was variegated. It was so unusual! Dale rec- 
ommended that I self it. About twenty-five percent of the plantlets from that 
cross were variegated. Another interesting experience was with Strepto- 
carpus ‘Heaven Scent', a hybrid from Jeff Smith. The thinking by Dale 
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Martens and Jeff Smith was that scented hybrid Streps seemed to be sterile. I 
crossed the Strep and got plantlets from seeds. I also ordered seeds from the 
AGGS Seed Fund. I grew plants and shared them with other growers. More 
and more growers in Russia became interested in growing gesneriads. 


Since 2002, we also have a unique store Dom Fialki in Moscow that is 
dedicated exclusively to African violets and other gesneriads. Actually it is a 
cooperative of more than 100 experienced growers from Moscow and other 
Russian cities. Growers from Ukraine and Byelorussia come to our shows, 
too. We have shows during the whole year, even in winter. I remember last 
January we had a show when the temperature in Moscow was -37°F. One of 
the growers came from Siberia where it was even colder. It took her two days 
to get to Moscow by train. She brought beautiful plants that were winners in 
many classes! There were about 1000 plants at the show. 


About 5000 visitors come to a show at Dom Fialki. Clubs arrange meet- 
ings, lectures, and auctions. Growers easily get supplies such as perlite, 
vermiculite, sphagnum moss, fertilizers, special lamps, pots, etc., which they 
could not find at an ordinary store. 


a 


A meeting of Russian and Ukrainian hybridizers at a show 
(Photo by Vladimir Kalgin) 


In January 2004 we began to publish our magazine, Usambarskaya 
Fialka. We use this name, and also Saintpaulia, for African violets. The 
magazine is published bimonthly. There are articles on gesneriads in every 
issue. Some articles were written by Russian growers. Also, Dale Martens 
wrote two articles for us about her variegated Streps and scented gesneriads, 
Charles Lawn shared his experience in propagation of Sinningia speciosa, 
and Bill Price told us about the new species Chirita brassicoides 'Marble 
Leaf that was Best in Show at The Gesneriad Society Convention in 2006. 


The first Gesneriad Society Convention we attended was in 2006. 
Russian growers listed varieties of gesneriads they wanted us to bring from 
the convention. I would like to thank Bill Price who gives us dozens of leaf 
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cuttings, rhizomes, and tubers every time we meet him at any convention — a 
lot of his plants are spread across Russia. We also bought about 200 plants 
and 80 seed packets in the sales room. The most precious plant was the yel- 
low Streptocarpus 'Lemon Curd' hybridized by Kenji Hirose that we won at 
the auction. 


We returned from the 2006 Convention with great impressions, hun- 
dreds of photos and beautiful plants that we have shared with Russian 
growers. 


See all of you in Miami at the 2007 Convention! 


Streptocarpus like this plant of 
S. 'Yulia’' grown by A. Kochetkova 
seem to grow very well in Russia's Sinningia 'Wood Nymph’ grown by 

climate. (Photo by O. Artemova) Vladimir Kalgin in Russia. 
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Made of steel piping and covered with black netting, Mona's 
shadehouse in Brunei is home to various Aeschynanthus, 
orchids, airplants, Episcias, and other shade-loving plants. 


Luke's Kohleria ‘Black Diamonds' is 
across between K. warszewiczii and 
an unnamed Ukrainian pink hybrid 


Kohleria 'Lychee Temptation’, a cross 
of K. 'Sunshine' and K. warszewiczii 
was Luke Leong's first named hybrid 
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Gesneriads in Brunei 


Mona Aman <coolcat95@gmail.com > 
Brunei Darussalam 


Greetings from Brunei Darussalam! For those who have not heard of 
Brunei before (it's not in the Middle East!), it is a tiny Sultanate [on the 
island of Borneo in Southeast Asia] with a population of about 300,000. 
Seventy percent of the country is untouched jungle. The climate is hot with 
high humidity and heavy rainfall. There is no distinct wet season. Rainfall 
occurs throughout the year, and is heaviest between September and January. 
Temperatures are usually between 24 and 31 degrees Celsius with the aver- 
age humidity at 79%. It is a pretty warm and humid place to be indeed! And 
Brunei is also home to some native gesneriads. One that I know of is 
Aeschynanthus, and I have some in my collection of gesneriads. 


My first encounter with gesneriads was some 20 years ago. The plants 
were common — white, purple and pink supermarket African violets bought 
locally. I was later introduced to more "fancy looking" African violets from a 
friend who had gotten hers from Canada or the United States. I took over her 
collection when the family decided to move to Canada. Due to ignorance and 
lack of reading materials on African violets and pests, I lost my whole col- 
lection to mealybugs. That ended my love affair with African violets. I now 
know those African violets were mostly chimeras! 


About four years ago, having gotten myself connected to the internet, I 
accidentally came across beautiful African violet pictures while surfing the 
net. That re-kindled my interest in them. I didn't realize there were so many 
varieties out there and they had names! I then started joining online AV 
forums and learned everything I need to know about growing them. The next 
step I made was purchasing my first batch of African violets. They were 
from Silverglade in S. Africa and eventually from Rob's Violets in the U.S. 
Through the forums, I made many cyber friends. Some became great friends, 
and I received leaves and plants as gifts as well as in trades made with them. 
To date, I have some 200+ African violets in my collection. 


From African violets, I became interested in other gesneriads and started 
collecting them as well. In addition to African violets, I am now growing 
Episcias, Sinningias including S. speciosa, Kohlerias, Achimenes, Aeschy- 
nanthus, Chiritas, Alsobias, Columneas, and Petrocosmeas. The African 
violets are grown indoors in the air conditioned plantroom together with the 
other cool-loving plants. The Sinningias, Episcias, Columneas and Aeschy- 
nanthus are grown outdoors in the shadehouse. 


Most of the other gesneriads I have are either grown from seeds I got 
through the GHA or from tubers and rhizomes I received from online friends 
(you know who you are!). It is so unfortunate that we don't have a local club 
for gesneriads, let alone other plants! I guess most people here are not really 
keen gardeners. They don't have that special love and dedication that growers 
in the West have. The online gesneriad groups closest to home that I belong 
to are the Yahoo Groups Singapore Gloxinia Society, AV Singapore, and the 
online plant forum, Green Culture Singapore. 


In closing, I'm happy to say that the mealybugs have no chance of killing 
my plants now — I know what to do to them! 
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Growing Gesneriads in Hong Kong 


Luke Leung <firebird@netvigator.com> 
Hong Kong 


Situated at the center of Southeast Asia, Hong Kong is prestigious as the 
"Oriental Pearl" and is a gateway to mainland China. Hong Kong has a sub- 
tropical climate influenced by ocean currents and, therefore, it never snows. 
This glamorous metropolitan city has a population of more than 7 million 
people. The night scene of its magnificent Victoria Harbour captivates a lot 
of tourists from all over the world. 


Common gesneriads such as African violets (Saintpaulia), Florist 
Gloxinias (Sinningia) and Lipstick Plants are imported from Holland to this 
urbanized city as common indoor plants for home decor. Other gesneriads 
are rare and uncommon in Hong Kong. Gesneriads such as Chiritas, 
Columneas, Episcias, Kohlerias, and Streptocarpus are usually imported to 
Hong Kong from the United States and Canada. Each order of plants from an 
Overseas vendor requires an import license issued by the Agricultural, 
Fishery and Conservation Department of the Hong Kong Government of the 
Special Administrative Region, and shipment of the plants to Hong Kong has 
to be accompanied with a phytosanitary certificate issued by the authority of 
the vendor's country. The difficulty in obtaining gesneriads limits the choice 
and availability of gesneriads in Hong Kong florist shops. 


My name is Luke Leung, and I live in Hong Kong. I am a Civil Engineer 
and am involved in building Hong Kong's infrastructure. Being a member of 
both The Gesneriad Society and the Gesneriad Hybridizers Association 
(GHA), I grow mostly cultivars of Achimenes, Chirita, Episcia, Kohleria, and 
Saintpaulia. Almost all of them were imported from vendors in the United 
States or shared by overseas gesneriad hybridizers. I have also tried growing 
gesneriads from seeds of The Gesneriad Society and GHA Seed Funds. I 
grow my gesneriads on bay windowsills in my apartment situated on the thir- 
tieth floor of one of the nine tower blocks of a private estate development. 


Only a few gesneriad growers in Hong Kong are members of The 
Gesneriad Society. However, they are usually members of the African Violet 
Association of Hong Kong. Each year, the Association organizes a flower 
show for Saintpaulias and other gesneriads. The Hong Kong Annual Flower 
Show is also a popular event for showing gesneriads. Some Saintpaulia culti- 
vars and a limited choice of gesneriads can be bought from vendors attending 
the show. 


Owing to the busy metropolitan life style in Hong Kong and lack of 
ample space in homes, gesneriad growers may not be interested in hybridiz- 
ing any gesneriads. However, I have been hybridizing Kohlerias for six 
years, since the millennium, and may be the only gesneriad hybridizer in 
Hong Kong. My first Kohleria hybrid, designated K. 'Lychee Temptation’, 
ignited my passion for pursuing more gorgeous cultivars. Such desire always 
tempts me into exploration of the mysterious charm of hybridizing Kohlerias. 
Sharing my hybrids with other overseas Kohleria growers is a way of build- 
ing friendships. I hope my enthusiasm for Kohleria hybridization can 
contribute to arousing other gesneriad growers' interests in growing or even 
crossing Kohlerias. 
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Serge Seliba from Romania grows gesneriads on a balcony 
using natural light to get an abundance of flowers 


Rhizomatous gesneriads seem to do This floriferous miniature Sinningia was 
particularly well in Romania's climate grown by Serge from Dale's cross of 


S. 'Isabelle'’ x S$. 'Ozark Coral Freckles’ 


Growing Gesneriads in Romania 


Serge Saliba <serge_saliba@yahoo.com> 
Romania 


My name is Serge Saliba. I live in Romania in Eastern Europe. This part 
of the world has a continental climate with four seasons. I started to grow 
gesneriads in 1999 when I bought my first African violet. It was a beautiful 
day in spring as I remember. | put it in my 12 square foot balcony, which is a 
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kind of small greenhouse. I felt instantly that the whole decor of my house 
changed. I was so amazed to see that unnamed purple African violet making 
such a huge change in my place. In fact, the violet brought life into it! Since 
then, I started to do some research on the internet about African violets. I 
also corresponded with Dale Martens whom I knew as a famous gesneriad 
hybridizer. From her I learned how to take care of them and how to 
hybridize. I knew that African violets are a part of a big plant family of ges- 
neriads that can transform your house into a real garden. Dale sent me lots of 
gesneriad rhizomes as well as leaves and seeds from African violets and 
Sinningias including florist Gloxinia seed from Charles Lawn. My balcony 
collection started to grow! My balcony is heated in winter with the tempera- 
ture about 21-22°C. I do not use artificial light because I don't have a place to 
put light stands. 


Two years later, I decided to hybridize African violets. After several tri- 
als, I succeeded. I found great pleasure when selecting hybrids from 
hundreds of plants. It was in 2003 when I finally created some beautiful 
Saintpaulia cultivars: 'Raluca’', 'Vertige', ‘Blue Rabbit', and 'Rose-Marie’. 
These are shown in the AVSA photo gallery. Hybridizing for myself is a 
necessity because there are no clubs or plant societies here. There are no 
shows where I can find registered varieties. That's why I decided to hybridize 
and create something different from the usual plants sold in the flower shops 
and supermarkets. 


This year, I was very lucky. I did many swaps and now have a beautiful 
collection of African violet leaves and most of them are variegated. Now I 
can start my big project of hybridization introducing new genes into the 
European varieties. I am also hybridizing Achimenes and Kohlerias, and I've 
created some beautiful hybrids that I am still testing. 

Finally, I have some advice for gesneriads lovers: Do not focus on a sin- 
gle gesneriad genus if you like to have color the whole year round. Diversify 
your collection and choose genera that are compatible with your climate. For 
example, when the big summer heat comes in June and my African violets 
and Sinningias stop blooming, then my Achimenes and Kohlerias take their 
place and fill the gap! 


McKinney’s Glassehouse 


Gesneriad Plantsmen Since 1946 


Our 61st Anniversary 


The Glassehouse features a definitive assemblage of 


gesneriads and rare and exotic diminutive terrarium plants. 
P.O. Box 782282, Wichita, KS 67278-2282 
Catalog — $2.50, Refundable 
Tel: (316) 838-0097 Fax: (316) 838-5090 
e-mail: gesneriads @ aol.com 
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Gesneriad Register 


Judy Becker, Registrar <hybridregistrar@gesneriadsociety.org> 
Salisbury, Connecticut, USA 


The following registrations should be added to the Registered Gesneriads 
List found in Appendix C of the 1990 Gesneriad Register. 


05919 Chirita ‘Nemesis’ C. spadiciformis x C. sclerophylla Peter Shalit 
05920 Chirita "Nimbus' C. spadiciformis x C. sclerophylla Peter Shalit 
05921 Chirita ‘Piccolo’ C. spadiciformis x C. sclerophylla Peter Shalit 
05922 Chirita ‘Souvenir’ C. spadiciformis x C. sclerophylla Peter Shalit 
05923 Chirita 'Vertigo' C. subrhomboidea x C. sclerophylla Peter Shalit 
05924 Sinningia ‘Spellbound’ S. 'Notorious' x S. 94-10 (pink peloric Peter Shalit 
hybrid 91-1c x 'Red Coat' hybrid) 
06925 Streptocarpus ‘Aurora’ S. 'Hannah Ellis' x unknown Mrs. P.A. Heath 
06926 Streptocarpus ‘Persephone’ S. ‘Simple Pleasures’ x mix of pollen from 
‘Demeter’ and 'Hanna Ellis’ Mrs. P.A. Heath 


Chirita 'Nemesis', 2005, IRO5919, Peter Shalit, WA. (C. spadiciformis x C. 
sclerophylla). Cross made 2003. Reproducible only vegetatively. Rosette. 
Leaves bullate, dark green (RHS 137A) 125-130 mm long x 75-80 mm wide, 
elliptic with slight crenate margin, acute tip and cuneate base. Calyx dark 
olive green, 12 mm long. Pedicel 10 mm, 3 flowers per peduncle. Corolla 
salverform, 50 mm long x 32 mm wide, medium lavender (RHS 88C). 
Similar to C. spadiciformis but larger plant with darker leaves, more readily 
flowering. 


Chirita 'Nimbus', 2005, IRO5920, Peter Shalit, WA. (C. spadiciformis x C. 
sclerophylla). Cross made 2003, planted July 2003 and first flowered Mar. 
2004. Reproducible only vegetatively. Open rosette. Leaves two-toned, mar- 
gin medium green (RHS 138A), center silver green (RHS 138D), 130 mm 
long x 75 mm wide, with 40 mm petiole, elliptic with acute tip and cuneate 
base. Calyx green, 6 mm long, pedicel 25-35 mm with 3-5 flowers per 
peduncle. Corolla salverform, 45 mm long x 28 mm wide, pale blue lavender 
(RHS 82C). 


Chirita 'Nemesis' Chirita 'Nimbus' 
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Sinningia 'Spellbound' 


Chirita 'Piccolo', 2005, [RO5921, Peter Shalit, WA. (C. spadiciformis x C. 
sclerophylla). Cross made 2003, planted July 2003 and first flowered Mar. 
2004. Reproducible only vegetatively. Compact flat rosette. Leaves slightly 
bullate, two toned with 28-37 mm dark green (RHS 139A) margin, and light 
silver green (RHS 138B) center, 130 mm long x 70 mm wide, elliptic with 
entire margin, acute tip and cuneate base. Calyx green 9-10 mm long. Pedicel 
10-15 mm with 5 flowers per peduncle. Corolla salverform, 50 mm long x 30 
mm wide, dark lavender (RHS 82A). The smallest sibling from this cross, 
with dark green leaves and light green markings. 


Chirita 'Souvenir', 2005, IRO5922, Peter Shalit, WA. (C. spadiciformis x C. 
sclerophylla). Cross made 2003. Reproducible only vegetatively. Rosette, 
suckers freely. Leaves smooth, 25-30 mm two-toned dark green margin 
(RHS 141A), 30-40 mm silver green center (RHS 138D), 155-160 mm long 
x 85-95 mm wide, ovate with entire margin, acute tip and cuneate base. 
Calyx green, 7 mm long. Pedicel 20 mm with 5-8 flowers per peduncle. 
Corolla salverform, 42 mm long x 22 mm wide, medium lavender (RHS 
82C). 


Chirita 'Vertigo', 2005, IRO5923, Peter Shalit, WA. (C. subrhomboidea x C. 
sclerophylla). Cross made 2001. Sterile, reproducible only vegetatively. Flat 
rosette. Leaves slightly bullate, two-toned dark green (RHS 139A) with 
medium silver green (RHS 138C) center and veins, 130-140 mm long x 85- 
90 mm wide with 38-40 mm petiole, ovate-elliptic with serrate margin, acute 
tip and cuneate base. Calyx dark olive green, 6 mm long. Pedicel 11 mm 
with 5-7 flowers per peduncle. Corolla salverform, 27 mm long x 15 mm 
wide, dark lavender (RHS 87A). Similar to C. sclerophylla but much larger, 
more floriferous and easier to grow. 
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Sinningia 'Spellbound', 2005, IRO5924, Peter Shalit, WA. [S. 'Notorious' x 
(S. 91-1c x 'Red Coat' hybrid)]. Cross made 1994, first flowered 1995. Sterile 
and reproducible only vegetatively. Tuberous, upright, bushy plant, may 
have dormant period. Leaves hairy, medium green (RHS 143A), 75-80 mm 
long x 65-70 mm wide with 35-40 mm petiole, ovate with serrate margin, 
acute tip and cordate base. Calyx fused, light red (RHS 41A), 38 mm long, 
pedicel 60 mm. Corolla infundibuliform, 42 mm long x 24 mm wide, outer 
edge orange (RHS 41C), inner part of petals purple (RHS 53A). 


Streptocarpus 'Aurora', 2006, IRO6925, Mrs. P.A. Heath, UK. (S. 'Hannah 
Ellis' x unknown). Cross made Aug. 23, 2002, planted Feb. 9, 2003 and first 
flowered Aug. 2003. Fertile but reproducible only vegetatively. Compact 
rosette. Leaves light green, bullate, 7 in. long x 3 in. wide, elliptic with ser- 
rate margin, acute tip and cuneate base. Calyx green, split, 1/4 in. long. 5 
flowers per peduncle. Corolla salverform, 2 in. long x 1-1/2 in. wide, pink- 
lilac with yellow streaks from throat and deep pink-purple veining on lower 
three petals. 


Streptocarpus ‘Persephone’, 2006, IR06926, Mrs. P.A. Heath, UK. (S. 
‘Simple Pleasures’ x mix of pollen from 'Demeter' and 'Hanna Ellis’). Cross 
made Aug. 23, 2002, planted Feb. 9, 2003 and first flowered Aug. 2003. 
Large rosette. Leaves mid green, bullate, 9-10 in. long x 2-3/4 in. wide, 
linear with serrate margin, rounded tip and cuneate base. Calyx green, split, 
1/4 in. long. 4-5 flowers per peduncle. Corolla salverform, 1-1/2 in. long x 
1-1/2 in. wide, deep blue-mauve outlined with a touch of white, throat white 
with deeper mauve veining and netting. 


JOIN TODAY! 


eae Violet Society of America 


2375 North 
Beaumont, Texas 77702 
409-839-4725 
http://avsa.org/ 
Write or call today for information. 


Learn how to grow the dazzling Earth Stars and make new friends all over the world. 


Discover — THE CRYPTANTHUS SOCIETY 
Membership ($10 USA) ($15 International) includes 
four colorful issues of The Cryptanthus Society Journal 


Ongoing Research & Plant Identification * Cultivar Publication 
Slide Library * Cultural Information Exchange ¢ Registry 
< International Shows with exhibits, seminars, tours, & plant sales 


Send SASE for cultural information or $3.00 for sample Journal to: 
Kathleen Stucker, Secretary * 3629 Bordeaux Court ¢ Arlington, TX 76016 USA 
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Did Linnaeus Ever See a Gesneriad? 


The year 2007 will celebrate the 300th birthday of Carolus Linnaeus (later Carl von Linné) with 
countless events mainly in Sweden and England. This article is adapted from the article written 
in Swedish and published in Gesneriastnytt, No 1, 2007. 


Lena Klintberg <lena.klintberg@gmail.com> 
Uppsala, Sweden 


The plant family Gesneriaceae consists of over 3200 species, mostly 
tropical and subtropical. Many of the most widespread houseplants belong to 
this family, for example African Violets (Saintpaulia), Florist Gloxinias 
(Sinningia), Goldfish Plants (Nematanthus), Lipstick Vines (Aeschynanthus), 
and Cape Primroses (Streptocarpus). This makes Gesneriaceae an important 
plant family, and although the family name both sounds unfamiliar to many 
people and is almost impossible to pronounce, almost everyone in Sweden 
has had the experience of growing some of the rewarding members in this 
family. As knowledge about the family increases and new methods to exam- 
ine the plants are used, species are reclassified and moved between different 
genera to give a more accurate picture of how the plants in the family are 
related. 


Linnaeus’ plant kingdom 


The internationally agreed-upon starting point of modern botanical 
nomenclature is Linnaeus' book Species Plantarum from 1753', his most 
important botanical work. This is a global compilation where Linnaeus 
included all known species from all over the world. The first edition covered 
5900 plants. The species are arranged according to Linnaeus' sexual system. 
Linnaeus divided all flowering plants into twenty-three classes based on the 
number and relative length of the stamens. The classes were then divided 
into orders based on the look of the female organ (stigma). Each plant is 
described with up to twelve words listing the most important features that 
describe each plant and what characteristics separate this species from the 
other members of the same genus. As a complement to this, Linnaeus also 
gave the plants index names that are now known as species epithets. The epi- 
thets consist of a single word, which together with the genus name provide a 
unique reference for each particular species. Reference was also given to ear- 
lier works where the species had been described. Linnaeus described ten 
different gesneriads in the first edition of Species Plantarum. He placed two 
of them (Bellonia aspera and Verbascum myconi [now Ramonda myconi]) in 
the class Pentandria Monogynia that consisted of species having 5 stamens. 
The rest of the species were placed in the class Didynamia Angiosperma that 
consisted of species having 2 long and 2 short stamens. In the 10th edition of 
his book Systema Naturae’ (1759), Linnaeus described another gesneriad, so 
altogether Linnaeus established the names for eleven different gesneriads’. 
All but one of them (Verbascum myconi) are from tropical America. 


In the preface to Species Plantarum, Linnaeus stated that plants not seen 
by him had been excluded since earlier authors had not always been reliable. 
At least when the tropical plants mentioned in Species Plantarum are consid- 
ered, this cannot be true, and in many cases Linnaeus relied on observations 
made by other authors. So did Linnaeus ever see a member of the family 
Gesneriaceae? 
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Seen through our eyes, even the shortest journey made during the 18th 
century would probably have been considered an adventure. In 1732 
Linnaeus made a trip to Lapland‘ in the northern part of Sweden, and perhaps 
it was this journey that deterred him from further travel under harsh condi- 
tions. In any case, Linnaeus never made any trips to the tropical part of the 
world. With the excuse that the heat would be unbearable for a man like him 
who was used to a cool climate, he relinquished the offers he received. He 
made his tropical botanizing in a much more comfortable and safe way. 


Exploring the tropical flora 


In 1735, Linnaeus went to the Netherlands to take his medical doctorate’. 
He met George Clifford, one of the enormously rich directors of the Dutch 
East India Company. Clifford had a large estate with gardens, a zoo, and sev- 
eral hothouses. Clifford also had an enormous library where he had collected 
practically all botanical literature available at that time. Linnaeus made his 
acquaintance with tropical plants reading the books in the library and by 
conveniently examining the plants collected in Clifford’s herbarium and 
glasshouses. Linnaeus was engaged to classify the enormous collection, and 
in 1738 he published the book Hortus Cliffortianus. In this book, Linnaeus 
mentions three different gesneriads which he later named Gesneria tomen- 
tosa, Martynia perennis, and Verbascum myconi’. The first two were present 
in Clifford’s herbarium‘, and the alpine Verbascum myconi probably grew in 
one of the gardens. 


As it was so dangerous to travel in the tropics, many botanists did not 
dare to venture far from the harbors and were satisfied with collecting plants 
near the settlements. Those who dared to explore the unknown died of tropi- 
cal diseases in many cases and could not tell the world about their 
discoveries. Since weeds had traveled as stowaways between different parts 
of the world as a result of the intense slave trade, tropical ports tended to 
assemble weeds from several countries. Basing their work on the collections 
that reached Europe, Linnaeus and other botanists therefore made the mis- 
take of regarding the tropical flora as rather uniform around the world’. 


In Clifford’s library, Linnaeus came in contact with the work of 
botanists like Charles Plumier (1646-1704) and Hans Sloane (1660-1753) 
who both had traveled in tropical America and survived*®. Many of the 
descriptions of botanical plants from tropical America found in Species 
Plantarum are based on observations made by them. 


Charles Plumier was a French monk who arrived in the West Indies in 
1689. He spent most of his time in Haiti and Martinique. He was a skilled 
artist, and he discovered and described a large number of plants that he 
named for people he considered important. His work and drawings were pub- 
lished in several books. Linnaeus adopted the habit of naming plants for 
people from Plumier. The fact that Plumier was considered one of the best 
botanical explorers of his time is perhaps reflected in the fact that Linnaeus 
used Plumier's names without changing them. Hans Sloane was an Irish 
physician who traveled to Jamaica, and Linnaeus frequently cited his work. 


Linnaeus sent some of his students, his apostles, on collecting trips all 
over the world’. Two of them traveled to tropical America. The first was 
Pehr L6éfling who, after he had explored the flora of Spain, went to 
Venezuela where he caught malaria and died in 1756. The second student 
was Daniel Rolander who made a trip to Surinam in 1755-1756. It is quite 
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possible that both of them saw some gesneriads on their journeys, but there 
are no notes that indicate Linnaeus had access to gesneriads collected by 
them. 


Here follows a survey of the gesneriads named by Linnaeus. Information 
given about the meaning of the plant names is from the book about plant 
names by Corneliuson’. 


Bellonia 


This genus was named by Plumier after Pierre Belon (1499-1564), a 
famous French naturalist and traveler. Linnaeus named the species B. aspera 
and stated that the habitat was in America. Aspera means rough. The plant 
can be found in Haiti on the island of Hispaniola. The plant forms small 
bushes. Bellonias are not commonly grown as house plants and you rarely 
find any pictures of the species on the web. Today only two species belong to 
the genus Bellonia’. The other species, B. spinosa, is found in Cuba as well 
as Hispaniola. 


Besleria 


Besleria is another genus named by Plumier. The name is in honor of 
Basilius Besler (1561-1629), a German botanist, pharmacist, horticulturist, 
and publisher. Today the genus Besleria is considered to consist of about 200 
known species’. Most of them are tall growing, have small flowers and are 
tricky to grow even in greenhouses” '° The genus is found in tropical parts of 
Central America, South America, and the Caribbean. Linnaeus placed three 
species in this genus: B. cristata, B. lutea and B. melittifolia. All species 
were first described by Plumier. Today only /utea, meaning "yellow", still 
belongs to the genus’. Cristata means "with top crest" and the name probably 
alluded to the fringed colored bracts surrounding the flowers. The species is 
now known as Crantzia cristata, but known earlier as Alloplectus cristatus. 
The Greek word melitta means honeybee and folium is Latin for leaf. 
Besleria melittifolia is now called Nautilocalyx melittifolius'' (the older name 
Episcia melittifolia is still stated by reference’). 


Columnea 


Plumier named the genus in honor of the Italian botanist Fabio Columna 
(1567-1640) who published the first illustrated botanical book. The genus is 
also found in tropical America and the plants are usually epiphytes. 
Columnea scandens, with its many red flowers, is a member of this large 
genus where many popular and easy-to-grow hanging plants are found. 
Linnaeus mentions that the fruits are white and that the flowers are bright red 
or yellowish. The word scandens means climbing or rising. Over 300 species 
belong to the genus Columnea’. 


Craniolaria 

The genus was named after the Greek word kranion which means skull. 
The fruits of the other member in this genus are divided into two parts that 
resemble bird craniums. With a reference to Plumier, Linnaeus named one 
species Craniolaria fruticosa. Fruticosa means bushy or twiggy. The plant is 
described as living in the hot part of America, being tree-like and having 
fringed flowers with spots. Today the species C. fruticosa is called Gesneria 
fruticosa’ and found on the island of Hispaniola. 
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Gesneria 


Linnaeus placed three species in the genus Gesneria: G. acaulis, G. 
humilis, and G. tomentosa. The genus was named by Plumier after Konrad 
Gesner (1516-1565). Gesner was a physician from Switzerland who also 
worked as a writer, botanist, and zoologist. Gesner was considered to be the 
most learned man in his time. Acaulis means without a stem. Humilis means 
short, creeping, or shorter than others of the same kind. The habitat is South 
America according to Linnaeus who made reference to Plumier. G. humilis 
today is found in Cuba and Haiti, where Plumier originally discovered it. 
Tomentosa means "hairy as a blanket". Linneus had seen this plant in 
Clifford’s herbarium, and he mentioned it for the first time in Hortus 
Cliffortianus’. In Species Plantarum, reference was also made to Plumier, 
Sloane and Raji (Raji is the latin form Linnaeus used for the work of John 
Ray, 1628-1705), so this species must have been quite familiar to the 
botanists of that time. The habitat of true G. tomentosa is "Jamaicae ripas" 
meaning river banks in Jamaica. The herbarium specimen Linnaeus used in 
Hortus Cliffortianus 1s available on the web’. It is a miserable plant that 
looks as if it has lost all similarities to the luxuriant plant with lime-green, 
brown-dotted flowers it actually is. Today, G. tomentosa is no longer placed 
in the genus Gesneria, and the new name is Rhytidophyllum tomentosum’. 
The plant is found in Jamaica in the West Indies. The genus Gesneria 
belongs mainly on the Caribbean Islands with rare plants in northern South 
America. Plants in this genus are not commonly grown as houseplants except 
by the most devoted gesneriad growers. This is partly because members of 
this genus need very high humidity to survive, and partly because many of 
them are not very pretty. Today the genus Gesneria consists of 46 species’. 


Martynia 

The genus was named after John Martyn (1699-1768), professor of 
botany at Cambridge. Linnaeus described the plant Martynia perennis as 
having one stem, serrated leaves, and living in America. The word perennis 
means perennial and the plant has thick, fleshy rhizomes (stems under the 
ground) from which new shoots sprout after the plant has rested during 
the dry times. This is one of the tropical plants that Linnaeus found in the 
herbarium of Clifford’. The species M. perennis is now known as Gloxinia 
perennis’, and is found in several locations in Central and South America, 
probably escaping from cultivation This plant is quite easy to grow at home, 
and a plant can get impressively large. 


Verbascum 


In this genus, plants from the temperate northern zones of Eurasia are 
found. It is not known where the name Verbascum comes from, but Linnaeus 
placed the species V. myconi in this genus. This plant grows in the Pyrenees 
mountains on the border between Spain and France. It is quite possible 
that the plant was grown in the garden of Clifford since Linnaeus mentions 
the plant in Hortus Cliffortianus and Clifford had a large collection of 
plants from Southern Europe. Myconi should be alluded as coming from the 
Greek island Mykonos. The plant Linnaeus called V. myconi is now called 
Ramonda myconi’, and Verbascum is a genus in the family Scrophulariaceae, 
or Snapdragon family. 
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Conclusion 


So Linnaeus did really see at least three different gesneriads, two of 
them as collected herbarium specimens and one growing in Clifford’s gar- 
den. But the honor of describing and naming the first gesneriads should be 
given to Linnaeus’ predecessor Charles Plumier. More information about the 
family Gesneriaceae can be found on the web site <www.gesneriasterna.se>, 
the web site of the Swedish plant society Gesneriasterna [and The Gesneriad 
Society web site <www.gesneriadsociety.org> and the Gesneriad Reference 
Web <www.gesneriads.ca>]. 
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Charles Plumier's unpublished 
manuscript illustration of Gesnera 
humilis, flore flavescente, was 
probably drawn in its native 
habitat in Haiti around 1690. 
(Plumier's pen-and-ink drawings 
are deposited at the Bibliotheque 
Centrale of the Museum-National 
d'Histoire Naturelle in Paris.) 

As Gesneria humilis Linnaeus, 

it became the type species of the 
genus Gesneria which, in turn, 
became the type genus of the 
family Gesneriaceae. This is 

one of the earliest illustrations 

of a gesneriad. (Illustration 

from the Gesneriad Research 
Foundation files now located 

at Selby Gardens) 
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The Gesneriad Society, Inc. 
Financial Statement — January 1, 2006, to and including December 31, 2006 


GENERAL FUND — Combined Receipts, Checking and Savings 


Membership 

Promotions 

Ads in Journal 

Educational / Slide Programs 

Sales of Literature, including postage 
Seed Fund Sales 

Judging School 

Judging Publications / Appraisal 
Donations - Fund for Progress / Convention 
Donations - Color Photo Sponsorships 
Miscellaneous Receipts 


Total Combined Balances 
Checking $26,308 Savings $26,592 


GENERAL FUND -— Checking Account 


Checking Account - Beginning Balance - December 31, 2005 


Add from Combined Balance Above 
Held for Expenses 
Held for Convention Expenses 


Total Receipts - Checking Account 


Disbursements 
Publication of GESNERIADS 
Other Publications - Appraisal 
Slide Program 
Membership Processing 
Promotions 
Operating Expenses 
Chair Expenses 
Stipends 
Liability Insurance/Umbrella and Fid Bond 
Grants 
Miscellaneous 
Convention Expenses 


Total Disbursements 
Balance, Checking Account - December 31, 2006 


GENERAL FUND - Savings 
Beginning Balance December 31, 2005 
From Combined Balances - Above 
Convention Gross/Less Fund/Progress 
Miscellaneous 


Total Receipts 


Disbursements 
Credit Card Fees and Supplies 
Bank Fees, Supplies 
Convention Refunds 
Convention Expenses to Checking for Remits 
Remits to Checking for Expenses 


Total Disbursements 
Balance - Savings Account - December 31, 2006 


GENERAL FUND 
Checking Account 
Savings Account 
Endowment #1 - Crisafulli Family Award 
Endowment #2 - Frelinghuysen Arboretum Chapter Award 
Endowment #3 - Benjamin R. Franklin 


Total GENERAL FUND 


50 


-109,642 


$29,370 
3,436 


$52,900 


$18,855 
26,308 
55,312 
35,000 


$135,475 


$23,239 


11,900 
26,592 
5159977. 

231 


90,720 


35 


23,239 
L535 
2,005 
2,053 

10,077 


$38,909 


GESNERIADS 


ELVIN MCDONALD RESEARCH ENDOWMENT FUND 


Beginning Balance - December 31, 2005 $22,200 
Donations - Convention Auction 7,398 
Donations 955 
Interest - Savings Account 11 
Interest - CD #1 & 2 730 
Balance Savings Account 12,187 
Balance CD#1 Held at Key Bank 4.55% APY 14,446 
Balance CD#2 Held at Wa Fed 3.25% APY 2,661 

Less Grant/Flores -2,000 

Ending Balance - December 31, 2006 29,294 $29,294 

GESNERIAD REGISTER FUND 

Beginning Balance - December 31, 2005 $15,619 
Sale of Registers 138 
Interest - Savings Account 11 
Interest - CD #1 413 
Balance - Savings Account 6,256 
Balance - CD #1 - Held at Wa Fed @ 5.00% 9,925 

Ending Balance - December 31, 2006 16,181 $16,181 

FRANCES BATCHELLER ENDOWMENT FUND 

Beginning Balance - December 31, 2005 $267,204 
Change in Value - Fidelity - Asset Manager/50% 5,305 
Life Memberships 3,300 
Donations 135 
Less Grant -2,500 
Interest Earned - Savings and CD's 9,978 
Adjustment 

Balances as of December 31, 2006 
Savings 9,962 
CD#1 - Held at Key Direct @3.67% APY 49,703 
CD#2 - Held at Wa Fed @ 4.9% APY 5,269 
CD#3 - Transferred to Savings - See above 21,512 
CD#4 & CD#5 - Held at US Bank @ 5.30% APY 63,682 
CD#6 - Held at Wa Fed @4.10% APY 16,421 
CD#7 - Held at Wa Fed @ 4.50% APY 26,915 
CD#8 - Held at Wa Fed @ 4.50% APY 29,732 
Fidelity Asset Manager / 50% as of 12/15/06 60,226 

Total Combined Balances - December 31, 2006 283,422 $283,422 


NELLIE D. SLEETH EDUCATIONAL ENDOWMENT FUND 


Beginning Balance - December 31, 2005 $102,418 
Donation 25 
Interest CD# 1 4,558 
Less Grant -4,550 
Savings Balance 125 
Balance CD# 1 102,326 
Ending Balance - December 31, 2006 102,451 $102,451 
TOTAL —- AGGREGATE BALANCES $470,259 
Open Items: $1,466 


Rebecca Fontes, Treasurer 
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Coming Events 


May 5 - BC, Canada —- The 
Vancouver African Violet & Ges- 
neriad Society 45th annual show and 
sale, "A Cliché of Violets", in the 
Floral Hall, VanDusen Botanical 
Garden at West 37th Avenue & 
Oak Street, Vancouver. Saturday 
1:00 to 4:00 pm; admission $2.00. 
Contact Bill Price <billprice@shaw 
.ca> or Arleen Dewell <arleendewell 
@shaw.ca>. 


May 5-6 — New York —- The Long 
Island Gesneriad Society judged 
show "Playing with Numbers" and 
plant sale in conjunction with the 
Long Island Saintpaulia Society, at 
Planting Fields Arboretum, Horticul- 
tural Center, Oyster Bay. Saturday, 
1:00 to 4:00 pm; Sunday, 10:00 am. 
to 4:00 pm. Admission and parking 
free. Contact Ben Paternoster <ben 
9 @optonline.net> or 631-549-6788. 


SS 


Gesneriad Society Publications 


Back Issues 


Back Issues, GESNERIADS (2006-7), per issue 
Back Issues, THE GLOXINIAN (2004-5), per issue 
Back Issues, THE GLOXINIAN (1996-2003), per issue 


CD-ROM's 


Gesneriads in the Wild (PowerPoint presentation w/audio narration) 
THE GLOXINIAN 2005 (all 4 issues plus all photos in high resolution) 
New! GESNERIADS 2006 (all 4 issues plus photos in high resolution) 
Gesneriad Screensaver 2004 (hundreds of images) 


Alpine Gesneriads (PowerPoint plus 100 high-resolution images) 

Convention 2006 (5 PowerPoint presentations + hundreds of images) 

Note: All Gesneriad Registers are being revised and updated. 

New Registers will be available soon in both print and electronic formats. 


Flower Show Supplies 


Flower Show Manual for Judges and Exhibitors (2000) 


Flower Show Entry Cards (per 25) 


$7 
$10 


All prices $US. Please add $3 per item for shipping and handling. To pay by 
credit card, specify Visa or MasterCard, include the credit card number, expira- 
tion date, and your signature with the order. Please allow 8 weeks for delivery. 
Order from Peter Shalit, Gesneriad Society Publications, 1122 East Pike Street, 
PMB 637, Seattle, WA 98122 <publications@gesneriadsociety.org>. 


a2 


GESNERIADS 


et 4 ah ZF , i t f en z 
re ee fia _ 


* a 


Aeschynanthus longiflorus (photographed near Bukit Larut, 
Perak, Malaysia) is one of the many gesneriads to be seen in 
the "Gesneriads in the Wild" CD now available from The 
Gesneriad Society Publications. Peter Shalit, Publications 
Chair, recently wrote on Gesneriphiles, "Right now it is our 
best selling CD-ROM. Chapters as well as many individuals 
around the world have purchased it. Kudos to Ron Myhr for 
putting together an excellent program." 


Lyndon Lyon Greenhouses, Inc. 
14 Mutchler Street Dept.GX Dolgeville NY 13329 


Place of origin of World Famous 
African Violets — Columneas — Episcias — Streptocarpus — Sinningias 


We also carry: Aeschynanthus — Chiritas — Rex Begonias — Orchids 
and many other exotic houseplants! 


Open Daily: M-F 8am - 4pm Visit us at: www.lyndonlyon.com 
Sat: 10-4 / Sun: CALL! or send $3.00 for Catalog 
Phone: (315) 429-8291 We also carry Supplies! 
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CHAPTER PRESIDENTS 
Arizona Desert Sun African Violet and Gesneriad Society — Ann Stoetzer, 8327 W. Claremont 
St., Glendale, AZ 85305-2529 


Southern Arizona Gesneriad Society — Deb Weinman, 4587 N. Avenida del Cazador, 
Tucson, AZ 84718 


Arkansas Northwest Arkansas Gloxinia & Gesneriad Society — David Harris, 1372 S. Kentwood 
Ave., Springfield, MO 65804-0220 
California Culver City — Charlotte Rosengrant, 2705 Krim Dr., Los Angeles, CA 90094 
Delta Gesneriad & African Violet Society — Barbara Elkin, 2855 Gayle Lane, Auburn, 
CA 95602 


Grow and Study — Al Striepens, 2225 Deepgrove Ave., Rowland Heights, CA 91748-4208 
Peninsula — JoAnna Behl, 361 Tioga Ct., Palo Alto, CA 94306 
San Francisco Gesneriad Society — Katherine Henwood, 819 Linda Mar Blvd, Pacifica, 


CA 94044 
Colorado Gloxinia Gesneriad Growers — Allison Brigham, 1122 8th St., Golden, CO 80401-1009 
Connecticut Connecticut — (Contact) Marcia Kilpatrick, 139 Kenyon Road, Hampton, CT 06247-1112 
Delaware Delaware — Diane Abrahamson, 4003 Greenmount Road, Wilmington, DE 19810-3303 
Florida Caribbean Basin AV & Gesneriad Society — Allan L. Mink, 430 E. Dayton Circle, Ft. 


Lauderdale, FL 33312 
Suncoast — Melissa McDowell, 1502 Eastbrook Dr., Sarasota, FL 34231 
Tampa Bay — Charlene Boses, 8399 134th Ave. North, Seminole, FL 33776 


Georgia Atlanta Gesneriad Interest Group — William Crews, 5862 Musket Lane, Stone Mountain, 
GA 30087-1707 
Illinois Northern Illinois — Bob Nicholson, 8926 N. Greenwood Ave., PMB #282, Niles, IL 60714 


Kansas/Missouri Heart of America — Dona Stilwell, 611 S.E. 4th Terrace, Lees Summit, MO 64063 
Massachusetts | New England — Dee Stewart, 1 No Name Rd., Stow, MA 01775-1604 


Michigan Southeastern Michigan — Richard Holzman, 3836 Jennings, Troy, MI 48083 

Minnesota Twin Cities Area — Michael Derksen, 8213 Pillsbury Ave. S., Bloomington, MN 
55420-2239 

Missouri Gateway West — Gary Dunlap, 4189 Jarvis Road, Hillsboro, MO 63050 


Nebraska/Iowa Omaha — Tom Bruning, 31233 Beechnut Rd., Treynor, IA 51575 
New Hampshire Granite State AV & Gesneriad Society — Lisa DiMambro, 182 Old Chester Tnpk., 
Chester, NH 03036-4016 
New Jersey Frelinghuysen Arboretum — Karyn Cichocki, 79 Beaver Run Rd., Lafayette, NJ 07848 
New York The African Violet and Gesneriad Society of Western New York — Michael Kotarski, 
427 Chicora Rd., Lewiston, NY 14092 
Gesneriad-Dicts of Western New York — Linda Rowe, 12716 Coleman Rd., Red Creek, 
NY 13143 
Greater New York — Michael A. Riley, 101 West 104th St., New York, NY 10025 
Long Island — Joe Palagonia, 84-08 164th Ave., Howard Beach, NY 11414 
Vestal African Violet & Gesneriad Society — Colin Dimon, 833 E. Circle Drive, Vestal, 
NY 13850 
Oregon Mt. Hood — Vivian Scheans, 4660 SW Dogwood Drive, Lake Oswego, OR 97035-8412 
Pennsylvania Liberty Bell — Stephen Maciejewski, 2030 Fitzwater Street, Philadelphia, PA 19146 
Pittsburgh African Violet & Gesneriad Society — Georgene Albrecht, 101 Oak Heights Dr., 
Oakdale, PA 15071 
Tennessee Tennessee — Molly Schneider, 608 Hillwood Blvd., Nashville, TN 37205 
Washington Puget Sound — Rohm Gustafson, 158 18th Ave., Seattle, WA 98122 
Washington, DC National Capital — Carol Hamelink, 13707 Concord Ave., Laurel, MD 20707 
Canada Carefree — Florence Duesterbeck, 2235 Montreal Street, Regina, Saskatchewan S4P 1L7, 
Canada 
Edmonton — La Rae Pohl, 97-53431 Reg Rd., Ardrossan, AB T8G 2B3 Canada 
Toronto — Paul Lee, 2nd Line 6693 RR #3, Fergus, Ont. NIM 2W4 Canada 
Vancouver AV & Gesneriad Society — Arleen Dewell, #311-2366 Wall St., Vancouver, 
BC, V5L 4Y1 Canada 
Sweden Gesneriasts of Sweden — Asa Tysk, Olandsresan 118, 757 55 Uppsala, Sweden 


Go to www.gesneriadsociety.org for chapter email contacts. 


FOR YOUR INFORMATION 


Membership Cards: The address label on the back cover of GESNERIADS is your membership card. 


Bylaws: Copies of The Gesneriad Society Bylaws are available to all members by writing to Peter Shalit, 
1122 E. Pike St., PMB 637, Seattle, WA 98122-3916. 
Chapters: Report changes of chapter presidents to the Chapters and Affiliates Chair and the Editor. 
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Contributions 


The Gesneriad Society, Inc. is a tax-exempt organization with an IRS Section 501(c) (3) tax 
status for donations. Contact the Development Chairperson or send your donations to: 


Development Chair <captaur @ optonline.net> 
Paul Susi, 10 Briarwood Lane, Millerton, NY 12546 


Membership and Changes of Address 


The Gesneriad Society Membership Secretary, Bob Clark, 
1122 East Pike Street, PMB 637, Seattle, WA 98122-3916 USA 


Changes of Address — Send changes of address to the Membership Secretary <membership 
@gesneriadsociety.org> 90 days prior to moving to avoid missing an issue. The Society is not 
responsible for replacing issues missed because of late notification of address changes. Back 
issues may be ordered from The Gesneriad Society Publications. 


Renewals — Send dues to the Membership Secretary. A Renewal Notice is sent two months 
prior to the expiration date of your membership. (The expiration date is printed on your mailing 
label/membership card on the back cover of GESNERIADS.) Please remit your dues prior to the 
expiration date to avoid missing an issue as we are not responsible for replacing issues missed 
because of late payment of dues. Back issues may be ordered from Publications. 


Application for Membership — The Gesneriad Society, Inc. 
WELCOME — membership in our international society includes quarterly issues of GESNERIADS — 
The Journal for Gesneriad Growers, a copy of How to Know and Grow Gesneriads, a packet of 
gesneriad seeds and a wealth of information about our Chapters, Flower Shows, Publications, 
Research, Slide Programs and Seed Fund. Membership begins upon receipt of dues. 


_] New Member Date 


[] Renewal Membership # 


Name 
FAMILY NAME GIVEN NAME MIDDLE INITIAL 


Address 


STREET 


STATE ZIP CODE COUNTRY 


Telephone 


Mailing in US Mailing in US ae outside US er: outside US 
(Rates in US$) 1 year 3 years 1 year a 


RE is mailed first-class to manhee outside the US and bulk-rate within ihe US. 


I wish to make an additional tax-deductible contribution of$ 

[] Frances Batcheller Endowment Fund [J Elvin McDonald Research Endowment Fund 
L] Color Fund for GESNERIADS L] Nellie D. Sleeth Scholarship Endowment Fund 
[] In Honor L] Memory of 


Please make checks or money orders payable, in US$ on a US bank to: The Gesneriad Society 
Or, charge my L] VISA, or L] MasterCard 
Card # CVV # 


Exp. Date Signature Amount 


Mail to: The Gesneriad Society Membership Secretary, Bob Clark, 
1122 East Pike St., PMB 637, Seattle, WA 98122-3916 USA 


For application online: www.gesneriadsociety.org 
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